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Green Approaches to Mo dern Ameri can Poetry 

Moder n Ameri can poetry in many ways see ms t o resist an ecocritical approach. At first bl ush, this body of 

writi ng appears t oo androcentric, obsessed as it is wit h t he urban, the mechani c, the crafted, and t he general 

state of human cult ure. As such, ecocritics have, until very recentl y, tended to overl ook t hese texts, just as 

schol ars of modern poetry have largel y ignored t he possi bilities of environment al criticis m. And yet, in its 

fasci nati on wit h and anxiet y about t he shape of modernit y, this poetry revi sits and refi gures what “nat ure” 

mi ght mean and how it becomes manifest in t he modern Ameri can cont ext.  

We will investi gat e a variet y of “green” approaches in order t o expl ore t he environment al invest ments in a 

di verse body of poetic texts from poets i ncl udi ng Carl Sandbur g, Willia m Carl os Willia ms, Mari anne Moore, 

Wall ace Stevens, H. D., and Langst on Hughes. We will also devot e some time t o honi ng your use of poetic 

ter ms i n literary anal ysis.  

Met hods  

Thi s is a sandbox course. Rat her t han for war di ng a specific t hesis, we will toget her popul ate our sandbox wit h a 

series of keywor ds for discussi on. Our poetic and theoretical readi ngs then engage wit h those keywords, 

pot entiall y troubli ng t heir defi niti ons and boundaries. The goal is for you to i ntellect uall y play wit h the 

mat erials and t ools t o see what you can creat e (or destroy!). 

Texts 

Sandbur g, Carl. Chi cago Poe ms, UCP; Secti on I and VI of Wi ndy City (eCa mpus) 

Wi llia ms, William Carl os. Select ed Poe ms; Pat erson. Nort on.  

H. D. Select ed Poe ms. Norton.  

Moor e, Mari anne. Compl et e Poe ms of Mari anne Moore. Pengui n.  

Hughes, Langst on. Collect ed Poe ms of Langst on Hughes. Nort on.  

St evens, Wallace. Collected Poe ms. Rando m House. 

 

Course Assi gnments  

Course wor k i ncl udes partici pati on, readi ng responses, one in-class present ation, and a 20-25 page final paper. 

Partici pati on Li vel y, thoughtful conversati on is expected i n every class. Thi s means you must be present i n 

every class. In each session, I expect you t o make at least three ki nds of contri buti ons: Co mment, Questi on, 

Buil d. A comment is any observati on about our text. A questi on is an opening i nt o deeper anal ysis (i.e., not a 

“flat” questi on about t he defi niti on of a wor d, etc.). A buil d is when you acknowl edge anot her classmat e’s i nput 

and expand upon it or use it as a j umpi ng-off poi nt for a new li ne of i nquiry. It’s possi bl e t o make all three 

moves i n a si ngle comment.   

Readi ng Responses You will be assi gned a group letter for t he se mest er. As indi cat ed on t he schedule, on your 

gr oup’s day, you will submi t a 2-page readi ng response t o any text for t he day. This i nfor mal writi ng proj ect is a 

space t o t hi nk t hrough and tease out any area of i nterest that peaked your curi osit y duri ng your reading for t he 

week. These responses are consi dered part of your partici pati on grade. They are assessed on a check, check-

pl us, check-doubl e-pl us scal e. A hist ory of exceptional responses will boost your overall partici pati on score. 



Readi ng responses are due by 8 a. m. t he day of class. Email your response to me as a . doc or . docx or drop off a 

copy i n my mail box.  

In- Cl ass Present ati on You will gi ve a ten- mi nut e presentati on on t he treatment of any keywor d i n any text of 

your choosi ng t hat we have covered duri ng t he first half of t he se mester. The present ati on will incl ude a 

Power Poi nt or Prezi as well as a full, written text of t he tal k. See t he assi gnment prompt for more details.  

Fi nal Paper You will compose a 20-25 page fi nal proj ect on a t opic of your choosi ng related t o t he course. In 

antici pati on of t he fi nal paper, you will submit a 5-source annot ated bi bli ography and wor ki ng t hesis state ment. 

See assi gnment prompt for more det ails. 

Grade Breakdown Partici pati on 30 Present ati on 30 Fi nal Proj ect 40 

Cl ass Policies and Procedures 

Late Work I do not accept late wor k and I do not grant ext ensi ons. All work is due at the ti me not ed in t he 

assi gnment prompt. Lat e wor k recei ves a zero.  

Pani c Card Every st udent has t wo pani c cards for the se mest er. Each panic card gai ns you an extra 24 hours t o 

submit your wor k, no questi ons asked. For each pani c card not used, you will recei ve a half-grade extra credit 

bu mp i n your fi nal readi ng response or partici pati on grade, whi chever is most to your benefit. The excepti on is 

the i n-class present ation whi ch must be gi ven on the day assi gned. Pl an accor di ngl y.  

Acade mi c Integrity The integrit y of t he classes offered by any acade mi c instit ution soli difies t he foundati on of 

its mi ssi on and cannot be sacrificed t o expedi ency,  ignorance, or blatant fraud. Therefore, I will enforce 

rigorous standards of acade mi c i ntegrit y i n all aspects and assi gnments of thi s course. For t he det ailed policy of 

West Virgi ni a Uni versit y regardi ng t he defi niti ons of acts consi dered t o fall under acade mi c dishonest y and 

possi bl e ensui ng sancti ons, please see the St udent Conduct Code. Shoul d you have any questi ons about possi bl y 

i mpr oper research citati ons or references, or any other acti vity t hat may be interpreted as an atte mpt at acade mi c 

di shonest y, please see me before t he assi gnment is due t o discuss t he matter.  

e Ca mpus eCa mpus will serve as my pri mar y way of communi cati ng wit h you t hroughout t he se mester. It is 

your responsi bility t o check eCa mpus every day.  

Account ability Part ners On t he first day of class, you will be assi gned an account ability part ner. Make sure 

you have a reliabl e way of cont acti ng your A. P. If you have a questi on about t he syllabus or a project, the first 

person you will cont act is you A. P. Most questi ons can be sol ved t his way. Do not cont act me until you’ ve 

spoken wit h your A. P. first. 

Incl usi vity The West Virgi ni a Uni versit y community is committed t o creating and fosteri ng a positi ve learni ng 

and wor ki ng environment based on open communication, mut ual respect, and i ncl usi on. If you are a person 

wi t h a disability and antici pat e needi ng any t ype of accommodati on i n order to partici pat e i n t his class, please 

advise me and make appropriate arrange ments with t he Office of Accessi bility Servi ces (293-6700). For more 

infor mati on on West Virgi ni a Uni versit y' s Di versity, Equit y, and Incl usi on initiati ves, please see 

htt p:// di versit y. wvu. edu.  

Email I can be easily reached vi a e mail. I check my e mail bet ween 8 a. m.  and 6 p. m. Monday t hrough Fri day. 

Pl ease re me mber that e mails are bot h letters and professi onal communi cations. I do not repl y to i mproperl y 

for matted e mails. Craft your prose accordi ngl y. I wi ll be usi ng your Mi x accounts. It is your responsi bility t o 

check your e mail dail y.  

Emergenci es Emer gencies can arise duri ng t he semest er. Your well ness and safet y is my t op pri ority. I am 

happy t o hel p you access WVU resources as needed. In ter ms of coursework, if you woul d li ke me to consi der 

http://diversity.wvu.edu/


an extensi on due t o an extre me e mer gency (seri ous illness, etc.), be prepared t o provi de me wit h paper wor k. We 

wi ll then meet and creat e a reasonabl e compl eti on schedul e t oget her.  

Wor k Schedul e. I reserve t he ri ght t o a mend t his schedul e and syllabus. If I do so, I will infor m you of it ahead 

of ti me. Lists of specific readi ngs are availabl e on eCa mpus.  

Schedul e 

1/ 13 Wel come; To See a Ma n about a Dog; How to 

Pl ay i n a Sandbox 

A 1/ 20 The Troubl e wit h Wil derness; Poetry 

wor kshop.  

B 1/ 27 Carl Sandbur g and Ur ban Ecocriticis m 

C 2/ 3 Willia m Carl os Wi lliams and Mat erial 

Fe mi nis m 

D 2/ 10 Pat erson, Past oral, Toxi cit y 

E 2/ 17 H. D., Landscape and Topography 

F 2/ 24 H. D., Ecofe mi nism;  Check-i n 

3/ 3 Oral Present ati ons 

A 3/ 10 Marianne Moore and Ani mal St udi es 

B 3/ 17 An Oct opus 

Spri ng break! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C 3/ 31 Langst on Hughes, Race and Environment  

D 4/ 7 Case St udy: Wallace St evens 

E 4/ 14 Wallace St evens; Begi nni ng t he Re mi x 

F 4/ 21 The Re mi x 

4/ 28 Fi nal Paper Lab.  

Fi nal Papers due 5/ 1. Have a beautif ul summer! 

 

Gr oup Assi gnments 

A Ar nol d, Wilson; B Clifford, Murt on 

 

C Cool e, Munr oe; D Li ebenson- Morse, Cor mack 

 

E DeShong, Leo; F Horrocks, Hoag 


