Juia Daniel juiaelizdaniel @mail.com

ENGL 741-001 Office: Golson 133
Tue 7-10 p m Office Hours: Tues 11: 30- 1 30 and by appoi rnt nent
Colson G10

Green Approaches toMbdern Anerican Poetry

Modern Anerican poetry in nany ways seens toresist an ecocritical approach A first dush this body of
writing appears too androcentric, obsessed as it is wththe urban the nechanic, the crafted andthe general
state of hunman culture. As such ecocritics have, until very recently, tended to overl ook these texts, just as

scholars of nodern poetry have largel yignoredthe possihilities of environmental critidsm And yet, inits

fascination wth and anxiety about the shape of nodernity, this poetry revisits and refi gures what “nature”

m ght nean and howit becomes nanifest inthe nodern Arrerican contex.

We wll investigate a variety of “green” approaches in order to expl ore the environnental invest nentsin a

di verse body of poetictexts frompoets including Carl Sandburg WliamCarlos Wlians, Mrianne Mbore,
Wallace Sevens, H D, and Langston Highes. W wll aso devate sone time to honing your use of poetic
ter ns inliterary anal ysis.

Met hods

This is a sandbox course. Rather than for warding a specific thesis, we wll toget her popul ate our sandbox wth a
series of keywords for discussion Qur poetic and theoretical readings then engage wththose keywords,
patentiall ytroubling their definitions and boundaries. The goal is for youto intellectually play wththe
materials and tools to see what you can create (or destroy!).

Texts

Sandburg Garl. Chicago Poens, UCP;, Section| and M of Wndy Qdty (eCanpus)
W llians, Wiliam Carlos. Selected Poens; Paterson Norton

H D Selected Poens. Norton

Moore, Mrianne. Conplete Poens o Marianne Moore. Penguin

Hughes, Langston Collected Poens o Langston Hughes. Norton

Stevens, Vdllace. Collected Poens. Random House.

Course Assignnents

Coursewor k incl udes partid pation reading responses, one in-class presentation and a 20-25 page final paper.

Partici pation Lively, thoughtful conversationisexpectedinevery dass. This neans you nust be present in
every dass. Ineach session, | expect youto nake at least three kinds of contributions: Comnent, Question
Build Acomment is any observation about our text. Aquestionis an opening into deeper analysis (i.e, na a
“flat” question about the definition of a word etc.). Abuildis when you acknow edge anot her classmate’s input
and expand upon it o use it as ajunpi ng-off point for a newline of inquiry. It’s possible to nake all three
moves inasingle comment.

Read ng Responses You wll be assigned a group letter for the senester. As indicated onthe schedule on your
group’s day, you wll submit a 2-page reading response to any text for the day. Thisinfor mal witing prgect is a
space tothink through and tease out any area of interest that peaked your curiosity during your reading for the
week These responses are considered part of your partid pation grade. They are assessed on a check, check-
plus, check-double-plus scale. Ahistary of exceptional responses will boost your overall partid pation score.



Readi ng responses are due by 8 a m the day of dass. Enail your response to ne as a.doc or .docx or drop off a
copy in nmy nailbox

In- Qass Presentation You wll gve aten- minute presentation onthe treatment of any keywordinany text of
your choosingthat we have covered duringthe first half of the se mester. The presentation wil include a
PowerPoint o Prezi as well as aful, wittentext of the tak Seethe assignment pronpt for nore detals.

H nal Paper You wll compose a 20-25 page final prgect onatopic of your choosing relaedtothe course. In
antic pation of the final paper, you wll subnmt a 5-source annatated bi bliography and wor ki ng thesis state nent.
See assignnent pronpt for nore details.

Grade Breakdown Partici pation 30 Presentation 30 Anal Rrgect 40

A ass Pdices and Procedures

Late Vrk | do nat accept late work and | do nat grant extensions. Al workis due at the ti ne nated inthe
assignnent pronpt. Late wor k recei ves a zero,

Panic Card Every student hastwo panic cards for the semester. Each panic card gains you an extra 24 hoursto
subnt your work no questions asked For each panic card nat used, you will recei ve a half-grade extra credit
bunp in your final reading response or participation grade, whichever is nost to your benefit. The exceptionis
the in-class presentati on which nust be gven onthe day assigned Han accord ngy.

Acade mic Integrity The irtegrity of the classes offered by any acade mc institution sdidfies the foundati on of
its mission and cannat be sacrificedto expediency, ignorance, or batant fraud Therefore, |1 wll enforce
rigorous standards of acade mc irntegrityinall aspects and assignments of this course. For the detailed paicy of
West Mrginia Lhiversity regard ng the definitions of acts consideredtofall under acade mc dishonesty and
possi bl e ensui ng sanctions, pease seethe Sudent Conduct Code. Shoul d you have any questions about possibly
i nproper research citations or references, o any other activitythat may be interpreted as an atte npt at acade nic
dishonesty, pease see me beforethe assignnent is due to discuss the natter.

eCanpus eCGanpus wll serve as ny pri nary way of commnuni cating wthyou throughout the se nester. It is
your responsi bilityto check eCGanpus every day.

Accountahility Partners Onthe first day of dass, you wll be assigned an accountability partner. Mike sure
you have areliable way of contacting your A P If you have a question about the syllabus or a prgect, the first
person you wll cortact is you AP. Mbst questions can be so vedthis way. Do not contact ne until you’ ve
spoken wth your AP. first.

Incl isivity The Vst Mrginia Lhiversity communityis commttedto creating and fostering a positive learning
and wor ki ng environment based on open comnunication, mutual respect, and inclusion If you are a person
with a disability and antici pate needing any type of accomnodationin order to participate inthis cass, please
advise ne and nmake appropriate arrange nents wththe Gfice of Accessihility Services (293-6700). For nore
infor mation on Vst Mrginia Uhiversitys Dversity, Equity, and Incl usion intiaives, pease see

http// d versity. wu. edu.

Email | can be easilyreached ia enail. | check my enail bet ween 8a m and 6 p m Mnday through Fiday.
Please rene mber that enmils are bathletters and professional communications. | do nat replytoi nproperly
for matted emails. Gaft your prose accordingly. Iwill be using your Mix accounts. It is your responsihilityto
check your enail daily.

Energencies Energencies can arise during the semester. Your wellness and safetyis ny top priority. 1 am
happy to hel p you access WW/U resources as needed Inter ns of coursework if you wouldlike ne to consider


http://diversity.wvu.edu/

an extensi on due to an extreme e nergency (serious illness, ec), be preparedto provide ne wth paper work V¢
will then neet and create areasonable conpl eti on schedul e t oget her.

Work Schedule. | reservethe right toanend this schedule and syllabus. If I dosg | wll infor myou of it ahead
of ti me. Lists of specificreadings are available oneCanpus.

Schedule

1/13 Wlcone; To See alvan about a Dog;, Howto C 331 Langston Highes, Race and Environnent
Rayina Sandbox D 47 Gase Sudy. Wllace Sevens

A 120 The Trouble wth Wi derness; Poetry E 414 Wdllace Sevens; Beginningthe Re mx

wor kshop.
B /27 Garl Sandburg and Uban Ecocritidsm F 421 The Remx
4/ 28 Fnal Paper Lab.

C 23 Wlliam Carlos Wllians and Mterial
Femnism Final Papers due 51 Have a beautifu summer!

D 2/10 Paterson Pastoral, Toxicity
E 2/17 H D, Landscape and Topography G oup Assignnents

F 224 HD, Ecofemnism Check-in A Anold Wson Bdifford Mirton

3 Qal Presentations C Coole, Minroe; D Liebenson- Morse, Cor mack
A 310 Mirrianne Mbore and Ani nal Sudies

B ¥17 A1 Crtopus E DeShong, Leo; F Horrocks, Hoag

Spring break!



