





	English 102: Composition, Rhetoric, and Research
Section (CRN)

	Fall 2025
Building:     Room:   

	Instructor:

	Email: 
	Phone: 304-293-3107
Colson Hall Main Office, please leave a message. 

	Communication: I will respond to emails within 24-48 hours (Monday through Friday, between 8:00 am and 5:00 pm) 
	Office:
Office Hours are by appointment. Please email me to schedule. 


[bookmark: _las8d7bjjfex][image: ]
REQUIRED TEXTS
English 102 Faculty. Joining Academic Conversations (JAC). 9th ed. Plymouth, MI: Hayden-McNeil, 2023. ISBN: 
	978-1-5339-1826-0
Purchase a print copy at the WVU bookstore or digital copy of JAC here: https://www.redshelf.com/app/ecom/book/2276673/english-102-2276673-9781533924926-west-virginia-university-department-of-english

Lunsford, Andrea. Easy Writer for the Undergraduate Writing Program at West Virginia University (EW). 8th ed. 
Boston: Bedford, 2024.
		-Purchase a print or digital copy at the WVU Bookstore
Digital Copy Link: 
https://www.vitalsource.com/products/easywriter-for-west-virginia-university-andrea-a-lunsford-v9781319592318?srsltid=AfmBOopLrCOJtwhSeiPF_yabnnO6lpjgw4wyep8e3W59xL6m7sashLIl 

You do not need to purchase both print and digital copies of either text; choose whichever option is most
convenient for you.
INTRODUCTION
Welcome to English 102! This course focuses on developing your knowledge of writing in several areas beyond what you learned in English 101. In this course, we will examine how arguments are made through a variety of writing purposes, including writing to persuade, evaluate, propose ideas, share research, and test ideas. This course will also place a specific emphasis on conducting research and understanding and assessing information in the digital age. Finally, we will develop a richer sense of how your own research can give your writing power and purpose so that you can confidently apply what you know in your personal, professional, academic, and civic lives.
ENGLISH 102 AND WVU’S GENERAL EDUCATION FOUNDATIONS
The General Education Foundations (GEF) provide students with academic and intellectual breadth to appreciate the broad context of their actions, their choices, and their world, beyond their major field(s) of study. The GEF strives to help students be thoughtful participants in a democratic society, and to achieve the intellectual integration and awareness they will need to adapt to changes and meet challenges in their personal, social, and professional lives.

English 102 addresses several of the learning outcomes described in WVU’s GEF program; however, this course focuses most explicitly on the outcomes for written communication and information literacy. By the end of English 102, students should be able to do the following:

· Demonstrate Rhetorical Knowledge to read, evaluate, explain, and persuade in a range of research writing situations. 
· Develop Processes for Research and Writing that are recursive, nonlinear, and grounded in key components of the writing process, adding the complexity of research practices to these processes, including locating, evaluating, synthesizing and developing arguments from text both print and digital. 
· Demonstrate Critical Thinking through Exploration and Evaluation of diverse points of view in order to solve problems or understand and resolve conflicts, including reflection and revision of ideas, arguments, and perspectives to show your growth as a writer and researcher.
· Demonstrate Knowledge of Writing Conventions for purpose, audience, genre, context, and style. 

To learn more about WVU’s General Education Foundations visit http://registrar.wvu.edu/gef. 
OFFICE HOURS & E-MAIL
Office hours are an excellent opportunity to talk one-on-one about your writing, ask questions, and get feedback on your work. You can also use the email address on this syllabus to ask quick questions or notify me of any urgent matters that need attention. I will typically respond within 24 hours. I will not review papers via email beyond the regular feedback cycle. You must schedule an appointment for that.
[bookmark: _elow6klseqn3]MODALITY:  
This is a face-to-face course, so we meet at regularly scheduled times each week. In undergraduate writing courses (English 101, 102, and 103), instructors carefully prepare lessons for participation in the classroom environment. You may not choose to “go online.” You must complete this course as a face-to-face class.  
[bookmark: _lr62q1ik455l]ATTENDANCE and ENGAGEMENT 
Attendance and grades are highly correlated. We know that sometimes personal situations and required university events make it impossible for you to be in class. We recommend that you attend class every session. Generally speaking: 

· Students in all sections should not miss more than one week of class.
· Students who miss more than one week of class may be penalized up to one letter grade for each additional absence. 
· Students who miss more than three weeks of class may be assigned a failing grade for the course.

All absences (including excused absences) incurred from the date you register for the course count toward the total number.

Please note these important factors related to your engagement:

· Your responsibility to engage with the class work begins when you register for the course.
· Missing activities, exercises, and project deadlines will be reflected in the corresponding component of your grade for the course.
· Neglecting to submit a major project on time will hinder your instructor’s ability to provide feedback in a timely manner as well as factor into your final portfolio grade.
· If you are struggling with an assignment, if you are unexpectedly ill, or if you have some other personal emergency, contact me immediately.
· Falling more than two weeks behind the posted schedule of work without a documented special arrangement with me may result in failing the course. 
· Special arrangements require a formal, written request (prior to an assignment deadline when applicable) that includes an explanation of the circumstances, documentation (if relevant), and a detailed plan for completing any late or missed work.
· Submitting a formal request for a special arrangement does not automatically guarantee that your instructor will be able to grant your request.
· All English 101, 102, and 103 courses will adhere to WVU’s attendance policy.

Extended Absences. It is much better for you as a writer and as a student to take the course during a semester when your schedule allows you to be fully engaged, present, and able to do your best work. If you know in advance that you will need to miss more than three consecutive class meetings, you should take the course in another term.  If you are a military service person with possible drill events or deployments, or if you have other commitments that are likely to disrupt your full engagement with this course for an extended period (1 week of class meetings or more), please speak to me about a plan for successfully completing all required coursework.

Conferences. As part of our regular class meetings, the English 102 curriculum uses small group conferences to provide you with more direct instruction on your specific writing projects. During the semester, you can expect to meet for conferences with me or with small groups of peers about three times. You can also expect that during a conference week, one regular class meeting may be canceled in order to make room in our schedule for the conferences.

When we are meeting for conferences, you should plan to bring the following: 
· any questions you have about the current project 
· your exploratory writing you have completed for the current project 
· any drafting you have completed for the current project  
· any feedback you have for peers on their drafts
FEEDBACK AND GRADES
This is a portfolio-based class, which means you will not receive a letter grade on each individual assignment, but you will receive feedback along with an estimated progress grade at the midterm point and a final letter grade at the end of the semester.. Your midterm will be a baseline grade, so you can plan to revise. Your final grades are based on the following percentages:
   
Formal Writing (i.e. Portfolio) = 70%
Formal writing assignments are the three major projects we will pursue this semester: annotated bibliography, research project, and editorial argument. You will have the opportunity to reflect on and develop a revision plan for these assignments at midterm and revise before the final portfolio. Please note that the highest formal writing grade at midterm is C for every student. For more about the formal writing grade, see grade descriptions in For more about the formal writing grade, see grade descriptions in Joining Academic Conversations. To be eligible for full credit, each writer must meet all major deadlines throughout the semester. The final portfolio must be a minimum of 16 pages and show evidence of the writer’s process by including the required reflective writing and evidence of revision for every major project.

Writing Exercises = 20%
Writing Exercises may take many forms such as summarizing a text, responding to a peer’s writing, or composing a portion of a larger project (like an evaluation of a source or a research proposal). These writing assignments are typically shorter activities and homework that are about 1 page in length. For more about the Writing Exercises grade see Joining Academic Conversations.

Participation = 10%
Participation includes things like attending class, being prepared for class, making thoughtful contributions to class and meeting all deadlines for homework, drafts, and peer review. For more on the participation grade see Joining Academic Conversations.

If you have any questions regarding your progress in the course, please let me know and we can set up an appointment to discuss your work.
SOCIAL JUSTICE 
The West Virginia University community is committed to creating and fostering a positive learning and working environment based on open communication, mutual respect, and inclusion.

If you are a person with a disability and anticipate needing any type of accommodation in order to participate in this class, please advise me and make appropriate arrangements with the Office of Accessibility Services (293-6700). For more information on West Virginia University's Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion initiatives, please see http://diversity.wvu.edu.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
You are responsible for the integrity of your work. This means that all of your work for this course must be your own and must be created specifically for this course. Review the WVU Policy on Student Academic Standards and consider taking this tutorial on plagiarism avoidance. Failing to maintain the integrity of your work will have serious consequences. We will discuss academic integrity as part of our course, but here are a few things you need to know right away:

Submitting someone else’s paper, including papers you obtain online, as your own writing is fraud. It will result in a failing grade for the course and may result in additional action by the Office of Student Conduct.

Copying paragraphs or other passages of someone else’s writing without properly citing them is plagiarism. It may result in a grade reduction or failing the course. It, too, may result in additional action by the Office of Student Conduct. 
[bookmark: _4yyghjol25qq]POLICY ON ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (AI)
I expect that the papers you submit to me will represent your own thinking and your own writing and not the work of AI tools. Because your process is important in this course, I will always expect you to be able to explain and defend the choices you’ve made in your writing.

If your instructor approves the use of an AI tool as part of your writing for an assignment (e.g., as a way to brainstorm or as a way to refine a research question), you should be able to cite the tool used and explain how and why you used the tool in the reflective writing you submit with your final-for-now drafts and with your end-of-semester portfolio. Failure to do so is an academic integrity violation.
[bookmark: _mxfqhfkmlz6a]RESOURCES
The Eberly Writing Studio
All WVU students have the opportunity to work one-on-one with a trained peer consultant on everything from note-taking and pre-writing to revision strategies, editing, and effective presentation techniques at the WVU Writing Studio. Summer appointments are all on-line. To schedule a session, visit: https://speakwrite.wvu.edu/students

English 101/102/103 Online Research Guide
This online research guide can help you begin and advance your progress through critical tasks like starting research, developing a research question, finding sources, and documenting your work.
[bookmark: _v1vx70trlzeq]Mental Health
Mental health concerns or stressful events can adversely affect your academic performance and social relationships. WVU’s Carruth Center for Psychological and Psychiatric Services (CCPPS) offers a broad range of confidential mental health services to assist you in addressing these and other concerns that you may be experiencing. If you are in need of crisis services, call the CCPPS main number 24/7: (304) 293-4431.
WellWVU: The Students’ Center of Health
Well WVU: The Students’ Center for Health provides resources to help manage stress, improve relationships, make healthy lifestyle choices, and face new challenges and transitions.

Campus Safety
Make sure you have the LiveSafe Application downloaded onto your phone and that it is up to date. For more information on LiveSafe, see: https://police.wvu.edu/campus-safety/livesafe. 
[bookmark: _uounk5ifznj3]SCHEDULE OF WORK
This course will meet regularly in _____________________ at ____________________. Please pay attention to the schedule of work and regularly check your email so that you arrive at the correct location on the correct day. The schedule of work below is subject to minor changes based on our progress. 

	Weeks
	Topics and Activities
	Assignments and Readings

	Week 1
August 18-22

*August 20  is the first day of classes

*August 26 is the last day to add/drop classes without a “W”

	Thursday: 
	

	Week 2
August 25-29

	Tuesday:
	

	
	Thursday:
	Due: Exercise #1

	Week 3
September 1-5
* September 1: Labor Day (No Classes)


	Tuesday: 
 

	

	
	Thursday:

	Due: Project 1: Annotated Bibliography

	Week 4
September 8-12


	Tuesday:
  
	

	
	Thursday: 
	Due: Exercise #2 (suggested: close analysis of a source)

	Week 5
September 15-19


	Tuesday:

	

	
	Thursday:

	Due: Exercise #3

	Week 6
September 22- 26


	Tuesday:

	

	
	Thursday:
	Due: Midterm Reflection and Revision Plan


	Week 7
September 29-October 3


	Tuesday:
	

	
	Thursday:
	Due: Exercise #4  (suggested: research proposal)

	Week 8
October 6-10

*Mid-semester grade reports due for instructors by noon October 8
*October 10: Fall Break (No Classes) 
	Tuesday: 
	

	
	Thursday: 

	Due: Exercise #5

	Week 9
October 13-17
	Tuesday:
	



	
	Thursday:
	Due: Exercise #6

	Week 10
October 20-24
	Tuesday: 
	 

	
	Thursday: 
	

	Week 11
October 27- 31


	Tuesday:
	

	
	Thursday:
	Due: Project #2 (Research Argument)

	Week 12
November 3-7
	Tuesday:
	

	
	Thursday:
	

	Week 13
November 10-14

	Tuesday: 

	

	
	Thursday:
	Due: Project #3 (Editorial)


	Week 14
November 17-21

*November 21 is the last day to withdraw from a class or from the University
	Tuesday: 



	


	
	Thursday:
	

	Fall Break
November 24-28
	Fall Break (No Classes) 

	
	Tuesday:
                      

	Week 15
December 1-5


	Tuesday:
	

	
	Thursday:
	Due: Exercise #7

	Week 16
December 8-11

*December 11 is last day of classes
*December 15-19 are Final Exams

	Tuesday:
	

	
	Thursday:
	Due: Final Portfolio due on the last day of class, December 11


December 20: Commencement
* Final grades are due in STAR by noon on December 22   
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Purpose: What exactly do | want to happen?

Audience: Who is reading, listening, or viewing?
Conventions: What is expected in this context?
Trouble: What could get in the way of my goals?





