ENGL 782—SPRING 2020
CURRENT DIRECTIONS IN LITERARY STUDY: DISCIPLINARITY
W 7:00-9:50 PM
G10 Colson Hall

Prof. Adam Komisaruk Office Phone: (304) 293-9724
Office: 217 Colson Hall Cell Phone: (304) 216-7156
Office Hours: MT 3:00-4:30 + by appointment E-mail: akomisar@wvu.edu
TEXTS

Joanna Baillie, Play on the Passions, ed. Peter Duthie (Broadview)

Michel Foucault, The Order of Things (Vintage)

Devin Griffiths, The Age of Analogy: Science and Literature Between the Two Darwins (Johns
Hopkins)

William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Lyrical Ballads, ed. Michael Gamer and
Dahlia Porter (Broadview)

Additional readings available on eCampus

[recommended] Joe Moran, Interdisciplinarity, 2" ed. (Routledge)

REQUIREMENTS

One oral presentation, focusing on one aspect of one of the assigned texts of the day, intended to
provoke class discussion (any solo talking need not exceed approx. 15 minutes).

A substantial work of original research that engages in some way with the course theme (i.e., the
disciplinary boundaries of literary study in theory and/or in practice). Your project may,
however, take one of several forms:

» a fully documented scholarly essay, suitable for submission to an academic journal upon
revision (approx. 20-25 pp.)

» ashorter scholarly essay, suitable for delivery to an academic conference upon revision; plus
a meta-reflection on your own process of writing this essay (approx. 20-25 pp. total)

» ahypothetical application for a significant extramural grant, fellowship or other funding
program, equivalent to at least one semester of support (to include all specified materials
excepting letters of recommendation)

» a fully operational digital-humanities or other public-facing project; plus a narrative statement
(approx. 10 pp.) documenting your aims, methods and outcomes

» asyllabus for a secondary, postsecondary or graduate course of your own design; plus a
detailed plan for two lessons

» an anthology of pertinent primary and/or secondary sources, suitable for dissemination to
readers at the college level or above, with full editorial apparatus (approx. 10 texts, general
introduction and rationale, headnotes and footnotes to individual texts, bibliography; approx.
35-40 pp. all-inclusive)


mailto:akomisar@wvu.edu

» some combination of the above, or an alternative to be approved in advance

Further guidelines will be issued as the semester progresses. Collaborative projects are welcome.
Collaborators must submit separate statements (approx. 5 pp.) detailing their division of labors
and reflecting on the outcomes.

A brief proposal (approx. 2 pp.) will be due on Friday 13 March (Week 9); a rough draft will be
due on Monday 27 April (Week 15); we will workshop projects in class on Wednesday 29
April (Week 15); the final version will be due on Wednesday 6 May (Exam Week). All written
assignments should be uploaded to eCampus by 4 PM on the respective dates.

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS

WEEK DAY DATE READINGS

1 w 1/15  Introduction

2 w 1/22  Essays from Critical Inquiry 35.4 (2009)

3 w 1/29  Michel Foucault, The Order of Things

4 w 2/5 William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Lyrical Ballads
Robin Valenza, from Literature, Language and the Rise of the Intellectual

Disciplines

5 w 2/12  Samuel Taylor Coleridge, from The Friend
Jon Klancher, from Transfiguring the Arts and Sciences

6 w 2/19  Edwidge Danticat, “A Wall of Fire Rising”
Rosario Ferré, Sweet Diamond Dust
Kara Walker, “A Subtlety, or The Marvelous Sugar Baby”
Angela Naimou, from Salvage Work

7 w 2/26  Essays from Early American Literature 43.1 (2008)

8 w 3/4 Essays from The Language of Plants, ed. Monica Gagliano et al.
Lara Farina, “Big Green Data”
Guest: Lara Farina, WVU

9 w 3/11  Essays from Debates in the Digital Humanities (2012/2017)

9 F 3/13  PROPOSAL FOR FINAL PROJECT DUE 4 PM

w 3/18  SPRING BREAK
10 w 3/25  Anna Barbauld, “Introductory Discourse”; De Monfort

M. Soledad Caballero and Aimee Knupsky, “Sharing Contagion”
Guests: M. Soledad Caballero and Aimee Knupsky, Allegheny College



11 W 4/1  Alan Richardson, from The Neural Sublime
Andrew Elfenbein, from The Gist of Reading
Richard Sha, from Imagination and Science in Romanticism

12 W 4/8 Erasmus Darwin, from The Botanic Garden
Dahlia Porter, from Science, Form and the Problem of Induction

13 W 4/15 Devin Griffiths, from The Age of Analogy
Guest: Devin Griffiths, University of Southern California (via Skype)
14 W 4/22 Alan Sokal, from Beyond the Hoax
15 M 4/27 ROUGH DRAFT OF FINAL PROJECT DUE 4 PM
15 W 4/29 Workshop on final projects
W 5/6  FINAL PROJECT DUE 4 PM
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