ENGL 782—CURRENT DIRECTIONS IN LITERARY STUDY: TRANS*—FALL 2025
W 7:00-9:50 PM
223 Colson Hall

	Prof. Adam Komisaruk (he/him/his)
	E-mail: akomisar@wvu.edu

	Office: 217 Colson Hall
	Office Phone: (304) 293-9724

	Office Hours: MT 12:00-1:30 PM
	Cell Phone: (304) 216-7156



TEXTS

· Carmen Maria Machado, Her Body and Other Parties (Graywolf) (https://tinyurl.com/yc4b9wmn) 
· Arundhati Roy, The Ministry of Utmost Happiness (Penguin Random House) (https://tinyurl.com/4xuwskdd)
· William Beckford, Vathek with the Episodes of Vathek, ed. Kenneth Graham (Broadview) (https://tinyurl.com/38hxxeh9)
· Virginia Woolf, Orlando, ed. Maria DiBattista (HarperCollins) (https://tinyurl.com/yfjyts3r) 
· (optional) The Transgender Studies Remix, ed. Susan Stryker and Dylan McCarthy Blackston (Routledge) (https://tinyurl.com/2nhay85w) 
· Other readings available on eCampus

REQUIREMENTS

· No later than 3:00 PM on the day of each class session, I would like each of you to post one brief but substantial comment to our eCampus discussion board about one aspect of the week’s readings that you find noteworthy. You may either respond to an existing thread or start your own. These comments will serve as the basis for our class discussion. On the day of your oral presentation, your posted handout (see below) will constitute your contribution to the board for the week.

· I would like each of you to deliver one oral presentation on a primary or secondary text assigned for the week. This need not be a comprehensive introduction, but should address a specific aspect of the text that you find noteworthy and pose questions to provoke discussion. By 12:00 PM on the day of your presentation, please post a 1-page handout to our eCampus board that highlights your major points (.PDF format is preferred); it will help guide the subsequent discussion there and in class. Your handout will constitute your contribution to the board for that week.

· You will each submit a final project. This may take one of the following forms:

· a piece of critical scholarship; e.g.:

· a traditional academic essay pertinent to the course material and suitable for revision as a journal article (approx. 20 pp.)
· a critical edition, with full apparatus, of a literary work pertinent to the course (of substantial but manageable length)
· an anthology, properly introduced and annotated, of texts pertinent to the course (approx. 50 pp.)

· an original creative work pertinent to the course material, with an introductory essay (approx. 5-10 pp.) explaining its genesis and rationale

· a pedagogical project pertinent to the course and suitable for students at a level of your choosing; most likely, a syllabus with sample lesson plans

· a public-humanities project pertinent to the course; e.g., a website, a podcast, a community-outreach initiative, an installation or exhibit, etc.; with a reflective essay (approx. 5-10 pp. if the project is realized, or approx. 20 pp. if only proposed)

· an external-funding application to pursue a hypothetical project pertinent to the course; i.e., a specific grant, scholarship, fellowship, etc. actually available from a specific agency (including all required components except for letters of recommendation, and following all steps except for submission)

A brief (2-3 pp.) proposal for your project will be due the Friday of Week 7 (10/3); rough drafts will be due the Monday of Week 16 (12/8); we will workshop them in class that Wednesday (12/10); final revisions will be due on the Wednesday of exam week (12/17). All written work may be uploaded to eCampus.

SCHEDULE OF READINGS (* denotes separate text; all others on eCampus)

	1
	W
	8/20
	Introduction

	
	
	
	

	2
	W
	8/27
	Foundations
Sandy Stone, “The ‘Empire’ Strikes Back”
Susan Stryker, “My Words to Victor Frankenstein”
Judith Halberstam, from Female Masculinity
Jay Prosser, from Second Skins 
Marta Vicente, “Transgender: A Useful Category?”

	
	
	
	

	3
	W
	9/3
	Nation
“Decolonizing Gender: A Roundtable Discussion”
Aniruddha Dutta and Raina Roy, “Decolonizing Transgender in India”
Eithne Luibhéid, “ Treated neither with Respect nor with Dignity’”
Alyosxa Tudor, “Decolonizing Trans/Gender Studies?”
Leon Laidlaw and Natasha Stirrett, “Unsettling the Conversation”

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	4
	W
	9/10
	Race (1)
Hortense Spillers, “Mama’s Baby, Papa’s Maybe” 
C. Riley Snorton, from Black on Both Sides
Marquis Bey, from Black Trans Feminism

	
	
	
	

	5
	W
	9/17
	Race (2)
Gloria Anzaldúa, from Borderlands/La Frontera
José Esteban Muñoz, “‘The White to Be Angry’”
Laura Grappo, from Conjured Bodies

	
	
	
	

	6
	W
	9/24
	ROSH HASHANAH—NO CLASS

	
	
	
	

	7
	W
	10/1
	YOM KIPPUR—NO CLASS

	7
	F
	10/3
	PROPOSAL FOR PROJECT DUE

	
	
	
	

	8
	W
	10/8
	Embodiment
Paul (Beatriz) Preciado, from Testo Junkie
Gayle Salamon, from Assuming a Body
Jules (Julian) Gill-Peterson, “Importing Plasticity”
Kianna Middleton, “Genital Killjoys and Crip Embodiment”

	
	
	
	

	9
	W
	10/15
	Ecology
Stacy Alaimo, “Trans-Corporeal Feminisms”
Karen Barad, “Transmaterialities”
Nicole Seymour, “‘Good Animals’”
Paul Preciado, from Dysphoria Mundi

	
	
	
	

	10
	W
	10/22
	Animality
Donna Haraway, from Modest_Witness
Eva Hayward, “More Lessons from a Starfish”
Mel Chen, from Animacies
Claire Colebrook, “What Is It Like to Be a Human?”

	
	
	
	

	11
	W
	10/29
	Timothy Dexter, A Pickle for the Knowing Ones
Ben Bascom, from Feeling Singular
Greta LaFleur, “Epilogue: Against Consensus”
Guest Visit: Ben Bascom

	
	
	
	

	12
	W
	11/5
	William Beckford, Vathek and The Episodes of Vathek*
Jeremy Chow, “Go to Hell”

	
	
	
	

	13
	W
	11/12
	Virginia Woolf, Orlando*
Jessica Berman, “Is the Trans in Transnational the Trans in Transgender?”

	
	
	
	

	14
	W
	11/19
	Arundhati Roy, The Ministry of Utmost Happiness*

	
	
	
	

	
	W
	11/26
	THANKSGIVING BREAK—NO CLASS

	
	
	
	

	15
	W
	12/3
	Carmen Maria Machado, Her Body and Other Parties*

	
	
	
	

	16
	M
	12/8
	ROUGH DRAFT OF PROJECT DUE

	16
	W
	12/10
	Workshop on Rough Drafts

	
	
	
	

	
	W
	12/17
	FINAL DRAFT OF PROJECT DUE




SELECTIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY
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---. Who’s Afraid of Gender? Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2024.
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---. In a Queer Time and Place: Transgender Bodies, Subcultural Lives. New York UP, 2005.
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Prosser, Jay. Second Skins: The Body Narratives of Transsexuality. Columbia UP, 1998.
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Vakoch, Douglas, and Sabine Sharp, eds. The Routledge Handbook of Trans Literature. Routledge, 2024.
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--- et al., eds. Decolonizing the Transgender Imaginary, special issue of TSQ: Transgender Studies Quarterly, vol. 1, no. 3, 2014.
Anzaldúa, Gloria. Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza. 1987. Ed. Ricardo Vivancos-Pérez and Norma Elia Cantú. Aunt Lute Books, 2021.
Arondekar, Anjali. Abundance: Sexuality’s History. Duke UP, 2023.
Bey, Marquis. Them Goon Rules: Fugitive Essays on Radical Black Feminism. U of Arizona P, 2019.
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---. Cistem Failure: Essays on Blackness and Transgender. Duke UP, 2022. 
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Grappo, Laura. Conjured Bodies: Queer Racialization in Contemporary Latinidad. U of Texas P, 2022.
Hartman, Saidiya. Scenes of Subjection: Terror, Slavery and Self-Making in Nineteenth-Century America. Oxford UP, 1997.
---. Lose Your Mother: A Journey along the Atlantic Slave Route. Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2007.
---. Wayward Lives, Beautiful Experiments: Intimate Histories of Social Upheaval. Norton, 2019.
Mount, Liz. “New” Women: Trans Women, Hijras, and the Remaking of Inequalities in India. Cambridge UP, 2024.
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---. Cruising Utopia: The Then and There of Queer Futurity. New York UP, 2009.
---. The Sense of Brown. Ed. Joshua Chambers-Letson and Tavia Nyong’o. Duke UP, 2020.
Roy, Ahonaa. Cosmopolitan Sexuality: Gender, Embodiments, Biopolitics in India. Cambridge UP, 2022.
Snorton, C. Riley. Black on Both Sides: A Racial History of Trans Identity. U of Minnesota P, 2017.
---. Nobody Is Supposed to Know: Black Sexuality on the Down Low. U of Minnesota P, 2014.

Politics, Law and Justice

Currah, Paisley. Sex Is as Sex Does: Governing Transgender Identity. New York UP, 2022.
---, Richard Juang and Shannon Minter, eds. Transgender Rights. U of Minnesota P, 2006.
Gill-Peterson. A Short History of Trans Misogyny. Verso, 2024.
Gleeson, Jules, Elle O’Rourke and Jody Rosenberg, eds. Transgender Marxism. Pluto P, 2021.
Guadalupe-Diaz, Xavier. Transgressed: Intimate Partner Violence in Transgender Lives. New York UP, 2022.
Luibhéid, Eithne. Entry Denied: Controlling Sexuality at the Border. U of Minnesota P, 2002.
---. Abolitionist Intimacies: Queer and Trans Migrants against the Deportation State. Duke UP, 2025.
---, and Karma Chávez, eds. Queer and Trans Migrations: Dynamics of Illegalization, Detention, Deportation. U of Illinois P, 2020.
---, and Lionel Cantu, eds. Queer Migrations: Sexuality, U.S. Citizenship and Border Crossings. U of Minnesota P, 2005.
Maycock, Matthew, Saoirse O’Shea and Valerie Jeness, eds. Transgender People Involved with Carceral Systems. Routledge, 2023.
Morgan, Rebecca Jane. Gender Heretics: Evangelicals, Feminists and the Alliance against Trans Liberation. Pluto P, 2023.
Schiappa, Edward. The Transgender Exigency: Defining Sex and Gender in the 21st Century. Routledge, 2022.
Westbrook, Laurel. Unlivable Lives: Violence and Identity in Transgender Activism. U of California P, 2021.

Science, Medicine and Embodiment

Blackston, Dylan McCarthy, ed. Toward a Trans[]Crip Theory, special issue of TSQ: Transgender Studies Quarterly, vol. 12, no. 2, 2025.
Downing, Lisa, Iain Morland, and Nikki Sullivan, eds. Fuckology: Critical Essays on John Money’s Diagnostic Concepts. U of Chicago P, 2015.
Fausto-Sterling, Anne. Sexing the Body: Gender Politics and the Construction of Sexuality. 2000. Basic Books, 2020.
Fuentes, Agustin. Sex is a Spectrum: The Biological Limits of the Binary. Princeton UP, 2025.
Gill-Peterson, Jules. Histories of the Transgender Child. U of Minnesota P, 2018.
Laqueur, Thomas. Making Sex: Body and Gender from the Greeks to Freud. Harvard UP, 1990.
Missé, Miquel. The Myth of the Wrong Body. Trans. Francis Riddle. Polity P, 2022.
Preciado, Paul (Beatriz). Testo Junkie: Sex, Drugs and Biopolitics in the Pharmacopornographic Era. Trans. Bruce Benderson. Feminist P at the City U of New York, 2013.
Roughgarden, Joan. Evolution’s Rainbow: Diversity, Gender and Sexuality in Nature and People. U of California P, 2004.
Salamon, Gayle. Assuming a Body: Transgender and Rhetorics of Materiality. Columbia UP, 2010.
Schiebinger, Londa. Nature’s Body: Gender in the Making of Modern Science. Rutgers UP, 2004. 

Materialism, Ecology and Animality

Alaimo, Stacy. Bodily Natures: Science, Environment and the Material Self. Indiana UP, 2010.
---. Exposed: Environmental Politics and Pleasures in Posthuman Times. U of Minnesota P, 2016.
---. The Abyss Stares Back: Encounters with Deep-Sea Life. U of Minnesota P, 2025.
---, and Susan Hekman, eds. Material Feminisms. Indiana UP, 2008.
Chen, Mel. Animacies: Biopolitics, Racial Mattering and Queer Affect. Duke UP, 2012.
Haraway, Donna. Primate Visions: Gender, Race and Nature in the World of Modern Science. Routledge, 1989.
---. Simians, Cyborgs and Women: The Reinvention of Nature. Routledge, 1991.
---. Modest_Witness@Second_Millennium.FemaleMan_Meets_OncoMouse: Feminism and Technoscience. Routledge, 1997.
---. Staying with the Trouble: Making Kin in the Chthulucene. Duke UP, 2016.
Hayward, Eva, and Jami Weinstein, eds. Tranimalities, special issue of TSQ: Transgender Studies Quarterly, vol. 2., no. 2, 2015.
Seymour, Nicole. Strange Natures: Futurity, Empathy and the Queer Ecological Imagination. U of Illinois P, 2013.
Steinbock, Eliza, Marianna Szczygielska and Anthony Wagner, eds. tranimacies: intimate links between animal and trans* studies, special issue of Angelaki, vol. 22, no. 2, 2017.

Medieval and Early Modern

Betancourt, Roland. Byzantine Intersectionality: Sexuality, Gender and Race in the Middle Ages. Princeton UP, 2020.
Chess, Simone, Colby Gordon and Will Fisher, eds. Early Modern Trans Studies, special issue of Journal for Early Modern Cultural Studies, vol. 19, no. 4, 2019.
DeVun, Leah. The Shape of Sex: Nonbinary Gender from Genesis to the Renaissance. Columbia UP, 2021.
Evans, Ruth, ed. Medieval Intersex: Language and Hermaphrodism, special issue of postmedieval, vol. 9, no. 2, 2018.
Gordon, Colby. Glorious Bodies: Trans Theology and Renaissance Literature. U of Chicago P, 2024.
LaFleur, Greta, and Masha Raskolnikov, eds. Trans Historical: Gender Plurality before the Modern. Cornell UP, 2021.
Stoyanoff, Jeffery et al., eds. Queer and Trans Issues in Medieval Drama, special issue of Early Theatre, vol. 27, no. 2, 2024.

Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries
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Chow, Jeremy, and Shelby Johnson, eds. Unsettling Sexuality: Queer Horizons in the Eighteenth Century. U of Delaware P, 2024.
Cleves, Rachel, ed. Beyond Binaries: Critical Approaches to Sex and Gender in Early America, special issue of Early American Studies, vol. 12, no. 3, 2014.
Erlick, Eli. Before Gender: Lost Stories from Trans History, 1850-1950. Beacon P, 2025.
Fay, Elizabeth, ed. Forum on Transromanticism, special section of Studies in Romanticism, vol. 63, no. 4, 2024.
Hilger, Stephanie. Medicalizing Difference: The Eighteenth-Century Construction of the “Hermaphrodite.” Bloomsbury, 2024.
Klein, Ula Lukszo. Sapphic Crossings: Cross-Dressing Women in Eighteenth-Century British Literature. U of Virginia P, 2021.
Linton, Anne. Unmaking Sex: The Gender Outlaws of Nineteenth-Century France. Cambridge UP, 2022.
Manion, Jen. Female Husbands: A Trans History. Cambridge UP, 2020.
Mesch, Rachel. Before Trans: Three Gender Stories from Nineteenth-Century France. Stanford UP, 2020.
Sha, Richard. Perverse Romanticism: Aesthetics and Sexuality in Britain, 1750-1832. John Hopkins UP, 2009.
Singer, Kate, ed. Transing Romanticism, special issue of European Romantic Review, vol. 36, no. 2, 2025.

Twentieth and Twenty-First Centuries

Carroll, Rachel. Transgender and the Literary Imagination: Changing Gender in Twentieth-Century Writing. Edinburgh UP, 2018.
Castellanos Gonella, Carolina. Warrior Women and Trans Warriors: Performing Masculinities in Twentieth-Century Latin American Literature. Purdue UP, 2025.
Corbett, Emily. In Transition: Young Adult Literature and Transgender Representation. UP of Mississippi, 2024.
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