



ENGL 272: MODERN LITERATURE
Metropolitan Modernism
Fall 2026
MWF 1:30pm-2:20pm 

Prof. Lisa Weihman
lgweihman@mix.wvu.edu

Defining what it means to be modern and specifically “modernist” in the first half of the twentieth century will be the major intellectual task of this course. We will read, discuss, analyze and write about a number of important modernist authors writing in English from both sides of the Atlantic (and elsewhere), including Joyce, Woolf, Yeats, Eliot, Pound, H.D., Cavafy, Mansfield and others. 

We will also screen at least one film, Fritz Lang’s Metropolis, and discuss how urban spaces are represented in modernist texts. 


Major Course Assignments:
1) A group presentation on a modernist poem
2) A short analytical paper using the Modernist Journals Project 
3) A research project on a topic related to our course
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