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This course will attempt a miniature history of post-1945 literary theory through the lens of British 

Romanticism, as opposed to a survey of British Romanticism informed by literary theory.  From 

Formalism to Ecocriticism and beyond, many of the key figures in the Anglo-American critical pantheon 

tested their mettle on Romantic texts, especially lyric poetry:  we will explore possible reasons for this 

affinity, while engaging in close readings of what have become canonical texts.  Some previous 

(undergraduate-level) exposure to the Romantic period will be helpful but is not required.  Students may 

take this course in lieu of ENGL 682 (Recent Literary Criticism). 

 

 

REQUIREMENTS 

 

• Our class will meet by Zoom on Mondays and Thursdays from 3:00-4:30 PM.  I expect you 

will be present for all meetings, but if you cannot, audio recordings will be posted to eCampus 

afterward. 

 

• By 12 noon on the day of each session (Monday and Thursday), I would like you to post one 

substantial comment about the readings for that session (approx. 100-150 words) to our class 

discussion board on eCampus. 

 

• Each of you will be responsible for a brief (10- to 15-minute) report on one assigned theoretical 

text of the day.  My major concern is as follows:  Based on the theorist’s reading of Romantic 

literature, what principles of the corresponding theoretical school can we discern?  Signups 

will take place on a first-come, first-served basis and will open on the first day of class.  You 

should post a 1-page handout to our eCampus discussion board no later than 9 AM on the day of 

your report; this will serve as a guide to your major findings and a provocation to further thought.  

When we meet live, you need not reprise the contents of your handout, but we will likely refer to 

it throughout our discussion. 

 

• Your final project for this course will be a research paper, approx. 10 pp., preferably revisable as 

a conference presentation.  As an alternative, you may submit a creative project or a public-

humanities initiative of a comparable scope.  A proposal (approx. 1-2 pp.) will be due on the 

Friday of Week 3; a rough draft is due on the Thursday of Week 6; we will workshop the drafts 

later that day; the final revision will be due that Sunday. 
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SCHEDULE OF READINGS 

 

Week Day Date Assignment Due 

* = text posted to eCampus) 

Wu = Romanticism:  An Anthology, 3rd ed., ed. Duncan Wu: 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/wvu/detail.action?docID=843407 

Ashfield and de Bolla = The Sublime:  A Reader in Eighteenth-Century 

Aesthetic Theory, ed. Andrew Ashfield and Peter de Bolla:  https://doi-

org.www.libproxy.wvu.edu/10.1017/CBO9780511620409 

    

I M 6/29 Introduction 

    

I R 7/2 Deconstruction 

   Percy Shelley, “The Triumph of Life”, Shelley’s Poetry and Prose (pp. 453-72):  

 https://archive.org/details/shelleyspoetrypr00shel_0 

   Paul de Man, “Shelley Disfigured”, ch. 6 of The Rhetoric of Romanticism (pp. 

93-124):  https://archive.org/details/unset0000unse_b6c3 

    

II M 7/6 The New Historicism 

   William Wordsworth, “Tintern Abbey” (Wu pp. 415-20) 

   Marjorie Levinson, Wordsworth’s Great Period Poems, Introduction and ch. 1 

(pp. 1-57):  https://archive.org/details/wordsworthsgreat00levi/ 

    

II R 7/9 Marxism 

   Selections from Shaftesbury (Ashfield and de Bolla pp. 72-79), Hume (pp. 199-

206), Burke (pp. 131-43, 286-91) 

   *Terry Eagleton, The Ideology of the Aesthetic, ch. 2 (pp. 31-69)  (also at 

https://archive.org/details/ideologyofaesthe0000eagl) 

    

III M 7/13 Psychoanalysis 

   John Keats, “The Eve of St. Agnes” (Wu pp. 1446-58) 

   Daniela Garofalo, “Give me that voice again”:  https://www-jstor-

org.www.libproxy.wvu.edu/stable/41059435 

    

III R 7/16 Gender Studies 

   *Selections from Hemans (Broadview pp. 1042-1060), Landon (pp. 1215-1223) 

   *Anne Mellor, Romanticism and Gender ch. 6 (pp. 107-43) 

   Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, “Jane Austen and the Masturbating Girl”:  

https://www.jstor.org/stable/1343745 

    

III F 7/17 PROPOSAL FOR FINAL PROJECT DUE 4 PM 

    

IV M 7/20 Postcolonialism 

   Edward Said, Culture and Imperialism (pp. 80-97):  

https://tinyurl.com/ydz9pdc6  

   Homi Bhabha, “Signs Taken for Wonders”, ch. 6 of The Location of Culture 

(pp. 102-22):  https://www-journals-uchicago-

edu.www.libproxy.wvu.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/448325  
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IV R 7/23 Critical Race Theory 

   *Olaudah Equiano, selections from Interesting Narrative (pp. 952-68, 1-16) 

   Marlon Ross, “The Race of/in Romanticism”:  https://tinyurl.com/y9nwgn3m 

    

V M 7/27 Biopower 

   Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish ch. 3.3 (“Panopticism”) (pp. 195-227):  

https://tinyurl.com/y8xlwgor  

   Sara Guyer, “Biopoetics, or Romanticism”:  http://romantic-

circles.org/praxis/biopolitics/HTML/praxis.2012.guyer.html 

    

V R 7/30 Ecocriticism 

   Samuel Taylor Coleridge, “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner” (Wu pp. 714-31) 

   Timothy Morton, Ecology without Nature, ch. 3 (pp. 140-206):  

https://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.39015066841381 

    

VI M 8/3 Speculative Realism 

   Percy Bysshe Shelley, “Mont Blanc” (Wu pp. 1104-08) 

   Evan Gottlieb, Romantic Realities, ch. 4 (pp. 143-87):  https://www-jstor-

org.www.libproxy.wvu.edu/stable/10.3366/j.ctt1g050vr 

    

VI R 8/6 ROUGH DRAFT OF FINAL PROJECT DUE 9 AM 

WORKSHOP 3 PM 

     

VI SU 8/9 REVISION OF FINAL PROJECT DUE 9 PM 
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SELECTIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 

Biopower and Biopolitics 

 

Ahmed, Sara.  What’s the Use?  On the Uses of Use.  Duke UP, 2019. 

Barney, Richard, and Warren Montag, eds.  Systems of Life:  Biopolitics, Economics and Literature on the 

Cusp of Modernity.  Fordham UP, 2019. 

Broglio, Ron.  Beasts of Burden:  Biopolitics, Labor and Animal Life in British Romanticism.  SUNY P, 

2017. 

Brunon-Ernst, Anne.  Utilitarian Biopolitics:  Bentham, Foucault and Modern Power.  Routledge, 2012. 

Canuel, Mark.  Justice, Dissent and the Sublime.  Johns Hopkins UP, 2012. 

Foucault, Michel.  Discipline and Punish:  The Birth of the Prison.  1975.  Trans. by Alan Sheridan, 

Pantheon, 1977. 

Guyer, Sara.  Reading with John Clare:  Biopoetics, Sovereignty, Romanticism.  Fordham UP, 2015. 

Hunt, Alistair, and Matthias Rudolf, eds.  Romanticism and Biopolitics.  Romantic Circles Praxis, 

December 2012, http://romantic-circles.org/praxis/biopolitics/.  

Mitchell, Robert.  Experimental Life:  Vitalism in Romantic Science and Literature.  Johns Hopkins UP, 

2013. 

Steinlight, Emily.  Populating the Novel:  Literary Form and the Politics of Surplus Life.  Cornell UP, 

2018. 

 

Deconstruction 

 

Bloom, Harold, ed.  Deconstruction and Criticism.  Continuum, 1979. 

Chase, Cynthia.  Decomposing Figures:  Rhetorical Readings in the Romantic Tradition.  Johns Hopkins 

UP, 1986. 

De Man, Paul.  Aesthetic Ideology.  U of Minnesota P, 1996. 

De Man, Paul.  The Rhetoric of Romanticism.  Columbia UP, 1984. 

De Man, Paul.  Romanticism and Contemporary Criticism.  Johns Hopkins UP, 1996. 

Johnson, Barbara.  A World of Difference.  Johns Hopkins UP, 1987. 

Miller, J. Hillis.  The Linguistic Moment:  From Wordsworth to Stevens.  Princeton UP, 1985. 

Rajan, Tilottama.  Dark Interpreter:  The Discourse of Romanticism.  Cornell UP, 1980. 

Rajan, Tilottama.  The Supplement of Reading: Figures of Understanding in Romantic Theory and 

Practice.  Cornell UP, 1990. 

Redfield, Marc.  Theory at Yale:  The Strange Case of Deconstruction in America.  Fordham UP, 2015. 

 

Ecocriticism, New Materialism, Speculative Realism, Affect Studies 

 

Bate, Jonathan.  The Song of the Earth.  Harvard UP, 2000. 

Faflak, Joel, and Richard Sha, eds.  Romanticism and the Emotions.  Cambridge UP, 2014. 

Gottlieb, Evan.  Romantic Realities:  Speculative Realism and British Romanticism.  Edinburgh UP, 2016. 

Hutchings, Kevin.  Romantic Ecologies and Colonial Cultures in the British-Atlantic World, 1770-1850.  

McGill-Queen’s UP, 2009. 

McKusick, James.  Green Writing:  Romanticism and Ecology.  St. Martin’s P, 2000. 

Morton, Timothy.  Ecology without Nature:  Rethinking Environmental Aesthetics.  Harvard UP, 2007. 

Morton, Timothy.  The Ecological Thought.  Harvard UP, 2010. 

Morton, Timothy.  Hyperobjects:  Philosophy and Ecology after the End of the World.  U of Minnesota P, 

2013. 

Nichols, Ashton.  Beyond Romantic Ecocriticism:  Toward Urbanatural Roosing.  Palgrave, 2011. 

Oerlemans, Onno.  Romanticism and the Materiality of Nature.  U of Toronto P, 2002. 

http://romantic-circles.org/praxis/biopolitics/
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Ottum, Lisa, and Seth Reno, eds.  Wordsworth and the Green Romantics:  Affect and Ecology in the 

Nineteenth Century.  U of New Hampshire P, 2016. 

Reno, Seth, ed.  Romanticism and Affect Studies.  Romantic Circles Praxis, May 2018, http://romantic-

circles.org/praxis/affect.  

Washington, Chris, and Anne McCarthy, eds.  Romanticism and Speculative Realism.  Bloomsbury, 2019. 

 

Gender, Feminism, Sexuality, Women’s Writing 

 

Behrendt, Stephen.  British Women Poets and the Romantic Writing Community.  Johns Hopkins UP, 

2009. 

Craciun, Adriana.  Fatal Women of Romanticism.  Cambridge UP, 2003. 

Favret, Mary.  At the Limits of Romanticism:  Essays in Cultural, Feminist and Materialist Criticism.  

Indiana UP, 1994. 

Johnson, Claudia.  Equivocal Beings:  Politics, Gender and Sentimentality in the 1790s—Wollstonecraft, 

Radcliffe, Burney, Austen.  U of Chicago P, 1995. 

Linkin, Harriet Kramer.  Romanticism and Women Poets:  Opening the Doors of Reception.  UP of 

Kentucky, 1999. 

Mellor, Anne.  Romanticism and Gender.  Routledge, 1993. 

Mellor, Anne, ed.  Romanticism and Feminism.  Indiana UP, 1988. 

Nagle, Christopher.  Sexuality and the Culture of Sensibility in the British Romantic Era.  Palgrave, 2007. 

Reno, Seth.  Amorous Aesthetics:  Intellectual Love in Romantic Poetry and Poetics, 1788-1853.  

Liverpool UP, 2019. 

Ross, Marlon.  The Contours of Masculine Desire:  Romanticism and the Rise of Women’s Poetry.  

Oxford UP, 1989. 

Sha, Richard.  Perverse Romanticism:  Aesthetics and Sexuality in Britain, 1750-1832.  Johns Hopkins 

UP, 2009. 

Sigler, David.  Sexual Enjoyment in British Romanticism.  McGill-Queens UP, 2015. 

Ty, Eleanor.  Unsex’d Revolutionaries:  Five Women Novelists of the 1790s.  U of Toronto P, 1993. 

Wilson, Carol Shiner, and Joel Haefner, eds.  Re-visioning Romanticism:  British Women Writers, 1776-

1837.  U of Pennsylvania P, 1994. 

Wolfson, Susan.  Borderlines:  The Shiftings of Gender in British Romanticism.  Stanford UP, 2006. 

 

Marxism 

 

Eagleton, Terry.  The Ideology of the Aesthetic.  Blackwell, 1990. 

McGann, Jerome.  The Romantic Ideology:  A Critical Investigation.  U of Chicago P, 1983. 

Morton, Timothy.  The Poetics of Spice:  Romantic Consumerism and the Exotic.  Cambridge UP, 2000. 

Wang, Orrin.  Romantic Sobriety:  Sensation, Revolution, Commodification, History.  Johns Hopkins UP, 

2011. 

Williams, Raymond.  The Country and the City.  Oxford UP, 1975. 

Williams, Raymond.  Culture and Society:  1780-1950.  Columbia UP, 1958. 

 

New Historicism 

 

Butler, Marilyn.  Jane Austen and the War of Ideas.  Oxford UP, 1975. 

Chandler, James.  England in 1819:  The Politics of Literary Culture and the Case of Romantic 

Historicism.  U of Chicago P, 1998. 

Klancher, Jon.  The Making of English Reading Audiences, 1790-1832.  U of Wisconsin P, 1987.  

Levinson, Marjorie.  Wordsworth’s Great Period Poems:  Four Essays.  Cambridge UP, 1986. 

Levinson, Marjorie, et al.  Rethinking Historicism:  Critical Readings in Romantic History.  Blackwell, 

1989. 

http://romantic-circles.org/praxis/affect
http://romantic-circles.org/praxis/affect
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Liu, Alan.  Wordsworth:  The Sense of History.  Stanford UP, 1989. 

McGann, Jerome.  The Romantic Ideology:  A Critical Investigation.  U of Chicago P, 1983. 

 

Orientalism, Imperialism, Colonialism, Postcolonialism 

 

Aravamudan, Srinivas.  Tropicopolitans:  Colonialism and Agency, 1688-1804.  Duke UP, 1999. 

Bewell, Alan.  Romanticism and Colonial Disease.  Johns Hopkins UP, 1999. 

Bhabha, Homi.  The Location of Culture.  Routledge, 1994.   

Bohls, Elizabeth.  Romantic Literature and Postcolonial Studies.  Edinburgh UP, 2013. 

Chander, Manu.  Brown Romantics:  Poetry and Nationalism in the Global Nineteenth Century.  Bucknell 

UP, 2017. 

Cohen-Vrignaud, Gerard.  Radical Orientalism:  Rights, Reform and Romanticism.  Cambridge UP, 2015. 

Fang, Karen.  Romantic Writing and the Empire of Signs:  Periodical Culture and Post-Napoleonic 

Authorship.  U of Virginia P, 2010. 

Fulford, Tim, and Peter Kitson, eds.  Romanticism and Colonialism:  Writing and Empire, 1780-1830.  

Cambridge UP, 1998. 

Garcia, Humberto.  Islam and the English Enlightenment, 1670-1840.  Johns Hopkins UP, 2011. 

Gottlieb, Evan, ed.  Global Romanticism:  Origins, Orientations and Engagements, 1760-1820.  Bucknell 

UP, 2014. 

Leask, Nigel.  British Romantic Writers and the East:  Anxieties of Empire.  Cambridge UP, 1992. 

Lee, Debbie, Tim Fulford and Peter Kitson.  Literature, Science and Exploration in the Romantic Era:  

Bodies of Knowledge.  Cambridge UP, 2004. 

Makdisi, Saree.  Making England Western:  Occidentalism, Race and Imperial Culture.  U of Chicago P, 

2014. 

Makdisi, Saree.  Romantic Imperialism:  Universal Empire and the Culture of Modernity.  Cambridge 

UP, 1998. 

Morton, Timothy.  The Poetics of Spice:  Romantic Consumerism and the Exotic.  Cambridge UP, 2000. 

Rudd, Andrew.  Sympathy and India in British Literature, 1770-1830.  Palgrave, 2011. 

Said, Edward.  Culture and Imperialism.  Vintage, 1994. 

Spivak, Gayatra Chakravorty.  A Critique of Postcolonial Reason:  Toward a History of the Vanishing 

Present.  Harvard UP, 1999. 

Trumpener, Katie.  Bardic Nationalism:  The Romantic Novel and the British Empire.  Princeton UP, 

1997. 

Warren, Andrew.  The Orient and Young Romantics.  Cambridge UP, 2014. 

 

Psychoanalysis 

 

Bloom, Harold.  The Anxiety of Influence:  A Theory of Poetry.  Oxford UP, 1973. 

Castle, Terry.  The Female Thermometer:  Eighteenth-Century Culture and the Invention of the Uncanny.  

Oxford UP, 1995. 

Claridge, Laura.  Romantic Potency:  The Paradox of Desire.  Cornell UP, 1992. 

Faflak, Joel.  Romantic Psychoanalysis:  The Burden of the Mystery.  SUNY P, 2008. 

Garofalo, Daniela, and David Sigler, eds.  Lacan and Romanticism.  SUNY P, 2019. 

Paulson, Ronald.  Representations of Revolution, 1789-1820.  Yale UP, 1983. 

Punter, David.  Gothic Pathologies:  The Text, the Body and the Law.  Macmillan, 1998. 

Sigler, David.  Sexual Enjoyment in British Romanticism.  McGill-Queens UP, 2015. 

Woodman, Ross.  Sanity, Madness, Transformation:  The Psyche in Romanticism.  U of Toronto P, 2005. 

 

Queer Studies 

 

Abelove, Henry.  Deep Gossip.  U of Minnesota P, 2003. 
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Brideoake, Fiona.  The Ladies of Llangolen:  Desire, Indeterminacy and the Legacies of Criticism.  

Bucknell UP, 2017. 

Elfenbein, Andrew.  Romantic Genius:  The Prehistory of a Homosexual Role.  Columbia UP, 1999. 

Fincher, Max.  Queering Gothic in the Romantic Age:  The Penetrating Eye.  Palgrave, 2007. 

Haggerty, George.  Men in Love:  Masculinity and Sexuality in the Eighteenth Century.  Columbia UP, 

1999. 

Haggerty, George.  Queer Gothic.  U of Illinois P, 2006. 

Lanser, Susan.  The Sexuality of History:  Modernity and the Sapphic, 1565-1830.  U of Chicago P, 2014. 

Moore, Lisa.  Dangerous Intimacies:  Toward a Sapphic History of the British Novel.  Duke UP, 1997. 

Sedgwick, Eve Kosofsky.  Between Men:  English Literature and Male Homosocial Desire.  Columbia 

UP, 1985. 

Sedgwick, Eve Kosofsky.  Tendencies.  Duke UP, 1993. 

Sha, Richard.  Historicizing Romantic Sexuality.  Romantic Circles Praxis, January 2006, http://romantic-

circles.org/praxis/sexuality/. 

Vicinus, Martha.  Intimate Friends:  Women Who Loved Women, 1778-1928.  U of Chicago P, 2004. 

 

Slavery and Race 

 

Coleman, Dierdre.  Romantic Colonization and British Anti-Slavery.  Cambridge UP, 2005. 

Hickman, Jared.  Black Prometheus:  Race and Radicalism in the Age of Atlantic Slavery.  Oxford UP, 

2017. 

Kitson, Peter.  Romantic Literature, Race and Colonial Encounter.  Palgrave, 2007. 

Lee, Debbie.  Slavery and the Romantic Imagination.  U of Pennsylvania P, 2002. 

McBride, Dwight.  Impossible Witnesses:  Truth, Abolitionism and Slave Testimony.  NYU P, 2001. 

Richardson, Alan, and Sonia Hofkosh, eds.  Romanticism, Race and Imperial Culture, l780-1834.  

Indiana UP, 1996. 

Wood, Marcus.  Slavery, Empathy and Pornography.  Oxford UP, 2002. 

Youngquist, Paul, ed.  Race, Romanticism and the Atlantic.  Ashgate, 2013. 
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