
 

Dr. Julia Dani el  

Julia. eliz. dani el @g mail. com 

Rm.  133 Colson Hall  

Office Hours: T 11: 30-1: 30 

 

ENGL 200 

T, TH 10: 00-11: 15 i n WDB- D 109 

 

Foundati ons of Literary Study: City Li vi ng, Li vi ng Ci ties 

 

In t his course, we will investi gate t he many ways literature generates meani ng by expl ori ng a wi de variet y 

of pieces, incl udi ng poetry, dra ma, and prose ficti on. To better see how for mal characteristics contri but e 

to meani ng- maki ng, we will focus on a common t he me across our readi ngs: the city. Does t he cit y bri ng 

us cl oser t oget her or push us fart her apart? Does it include a place for nat ure or is it mostly artifice? How 

are t he boundaries bet ween nei ghborhoods creat ed, moved, and vi ol ated? To ans wer these questi ons (and 

many more), we will learn and practice t he skills of attenti ve readi ng i n order t o discover how our writers 

craft language t o achi eve different ends. As a part ner in this expl orati on, you will:  

 

• Practice t he skill of cl ose readi ng and devel op annot ation strategi es for literary texts  

• Mast er key literary ter ms and i ntegrate t he m i nt o your own anal yses of the literature  

• Pl ace t he literat ure i n conversati on wit h its cont ext  

• Articul ate your readi ngs in class discussi on and written assi gnments  

 

Requi red Texts 

 

Art hur Miller. A View from the Bri dge. ISBN 9780822212096 

Wi llia m Carl os Willia ms. Sel ect ed Poe ms. ISBN 9780811209588 

Sandra Cisneros. The House on Mango Street. ISBN 9780679734772 

Carl Sandburg. Sel ect ed readi ngs vi a eCa mpus.  

 

Course Assi gnments 

 

Course wor k i ncl udes qui zzes, partici pati on, three unit exa ms, and a fi nal exa m.  

Qui zzes: There will be several unannounced qui zzes during t he se mest er that will cover t he readi ng for 

the day or mat erial we’ve covered before. Expect one every day. Some of t hese qui zzes may be open 

book. These qui zzes are desi gned t o reward engaged readi ng and acti ve not e-taking. I will drop your t wo 

lowest qui z scores for the se mester.  

Partici pati on: Thoughtful, livel y, and engaged conversati on is at the heart of this class. You will recei ve 

no credit for attendance; I expect more from you t han occupyi ng a space i n t he classroom. Instead, you 

wi ll recei ve a partici pati on poi nt for every day you contribut e t o discussi on. All the me mbers of this 

communit y benefit from your i nsi ghts and vi ce versa, so we rel y on one anot her t o come prepared for 

conversati on.  I recommend wal ki ng t hrough t he door wi t h reflecti ons and questi ons already in hand.  

When you contri but e t o discussi on, I will take your name card and you will recei ve a poi nt for t he day. If 

your na me card is still on your desk when you leave, you earned no poi nts for t he day. I forgi ve t wo 



zeroes for the se mester. These cover absences and/ or days you do not contri but e. Use t he m wi sel y. If 

you mi ss a day for an approved Uni versit y functi on, it is your responsi bility t o provi de t he appropriate 

paper wor k and schedul e a meeti ng wit h me t o discuss the day’s readi ngs t o earn your poi nt. You must do 

so wit hi n a week of your absence i n order to recei ve credit. 

Grade Breakdown 

Each Unit Exa m: 15 Fi nal Exa m: 25 Qui zzes: 15 Partici pati on: 15 

Grade Scal e 

0 % 60 % 60 % 66 % 70 % 73 % 76 % 80 % 83 % 86 % 90 % 94 % 97 % 

F D-  D D+ C-  C C+ B-  B B+ A-  A A+ 

 

Cl assroo m Policies 

Sub mi ssi ons 

Long written components of exa ms will be taken out of class and upl oaded t o eCampus by t he ti me 

indi cated on t he prompt. Closel y foll ow all the det ails on t he prompt. I do not accept l ate work. Late 

work recei ves a ZERO.  Co mputer difficulties are not an excuse for l ate work. I therefore hi ghl y 

recommend t hat you upl oad your proj ects well before the ti me t he exa m is due i n case of techni cal 

difficulties.  

Everyone recei ves one Panic Card for the se mest er. This Pani c Card entitles you t o an extra 24 hours t o 

sub mit your work, no questions asked. However, if you do not use a Pani c Card, I will add a full 

percent age poi nt to your overall grade at the end of t he se mest er as a reward for your ti mel y wor k. Wei gh 

this in your decisi on- maki ng process. N. B. You cannot  use a Pani c Card for your final exa m.  

Acade mi c Integrit y 

The i ntegrit y of t he classes offered by any acade mi c i nstituti on soli difies t he foundati on of its missi on and 

cannot be sacrificed t o expedi ency, i gnorance, or blatant fraud. Therefore, I will enforce ri gorous 

standards of acade mi c i ntegrity i n all aspects and assi gn ments of this course. For the det ailed policy of 

West Virgi ni a Uni versit y regardi ng t he defi nitions of acts consi dered t o fall under acade mi c dishonest y 

and possi ble ensui ng sanctions, please see t he St udent Conduct Code 

htt p://st udentlife. wvu. edu/ office_of_st udent _conduct/student _conduct _code. Should you have any 

questi ons about possi bl y i mproper research citati ons or references, or any ot her activit y t hat may be 

interpreted as an atte mpt at acade mi c dishonest y, please see me before t he assi gnment is due t o discuss 

the matter.  

eCa mpus eCa mpus will serve as my pri mary way of communi cati ng wit h you t hroughout t he se mest er. I 

wi ll provi de suppl e ment al readi ngs, links, and vi deos on t his site, and any changes to the schedul e can be 

found i n t he Announce ments secti on. If you mi ss a class, Power Poi nts from lect ure segments can also be 

found t here. It is your responsi bility t o check eCa mpus every day.  



Account ability Part ners On the first day of class, you wi ll be assi gned an accountability part ner. Make 

sure you have a reliable way of cont acti ng your A. P. (Email is usuall y t he best.) If you have a questi on 

about the syll abus or a project, or if you mi ss a day of cl ass and want to get caught up, the first 

person you will contact is you A. P. Most questi ons can be sol ved this way. Do not contact me until 

you’ ve spoken wit h your A. P. first. 

El ectroni cs All electroni c devi ces must be t urned off at the begi nni ng of class and re mai n so duri ng our 

ti me t oget her. Usi ng a device duri ng class will erase your partici pati on poi nt for the day.  

Incl usi vit y The West Virgini a Uni versit y communit y is committed t o creati ng and fosteri ng a positive 

learni ng and worki ng environ ment based on open communi cati on, mut ual respect, and i ncl usi on. If you 

are a person wit h a disability and antici pate needi ng any t ype of accommodati on in order to partici pat e in 

this class, please advise me and make appropriate arrange ments wit h t he Office of Accessi bility Servi ces 

(293-6700). For more i nformati on on West Virgi ni a Uni versit y' s Di versit y, Equity, and Incl usi on 

initiati ves, please see htt p://di versit y. wvu. edu.  

Office Hours Pl ease come and see me duri ng my office hours (listed above). If these ti mes are 

inconveni ent, please cont act me and I will try t o accommodat e your schedul e.  

Email I can be easil y reached via e mail. I check my email bet ween 8 a. m. and 6 p. m. Monday t hrough 

Fri day. If we have an exa m, I will also add hours on t he weekend and will let you know about t hese ahead 

of ti me. Please re me mber that e mails are bot h letters and professi onal communi cations. I do not repl y to 

i mproperl y for matted e mails. Craft your prose accordi ngl y. I will be usi ng your Mi x accounts. It is 

your responsi bility t o check your e mail dail y. 

Emer genci es 

Emer genci es can arise during t he se mest er. Your wellness and safet y is my t op priorit y. I am happy t o 

hel p you access WVU resources as needed. In ter ms of coursewor k, if you woul d like me t o consi der an 

ext ensi on due t o an extre me e mer gency (serious illness, etc.), be prepared t o provide me wit h paper wor k. 

We will then meet and create a reasonabl e compl eti on schedul e t oget her.  

Wor k Schedul e.  

I reserve t he ri ght to a mend this schedul e and syllabus. If I do so, I will infor m you of it ahead of ti me. 

Li sts of specific readi ngs are availabl e on eCa mpus. When class discussi ons go well, as I antici pat e t hey 

wi ll, we often get behi nd, so pl ease keep your eye on the readi ngs list as it will most likel y evol ve duri ng 

the se mest er. I will notify you i n class and via eCa mpus of these alterati ons.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Schedul e 

T 1/ 13 Wel come. Syllabus 

Th 1/ 15 How t o Read a Poem Li ke a Poe m.  

 

T 1/ 20 Intro t o Sandburg. “Chi cago” 

Th 1/ 22 Sandburg “The Harbor. ”  

 

T 1/ 27 “Skyscraper” 

Th 1/ 29 “Skyscraper” perfor mance 

 

T 2/ 3 Intro t o Willia ms. “Young Syca more. ” 

Th 2/ 5 “The Great Fi gure. ” 

 

T 2/ 10 Exa m Revi ew 

Th 2/ 12 Poetry Exa m 

 

T 2/ 17 How t o Read a Pl ay like a Pl ay, Intro t o 

Mi ll er 

Th 2/ 19 A Vi e w From t he Bri dge 

 

T 2/ 24 AVB 

Th 2/ 26 AVB 

 

T 3/ 1 AVB 

Th 3/ 2 AVB 

 

T 3/ 10 AVB AVB Concl usions, Exa m Revi ew 

Th 3/ 12 Dra ma Exa m 

 

 

T 3/ 17 How t o Read a Novel Li ke a 

Poe m and a Pl ay, Intro t o Cisneros 

Th 3/ 19 Mango 

 

Spri ng Break! Have f un and be saf e. 

 

T 3/ 31 Mango 

Th 4/ 2 Mango 

 

T 4/ 7 Mango 

Th 4/ 9 Mango 

 

T 4/ 14 Mango concl usi ons, Exa m 

Revi ew 

Th 4/ 16 Mango Exa m 

 

T 4/ 21 The Good, The Bad,  The Ugl y: 

Co mparati ve Anal ysis 

Th 4/ 23 Co mparati ve Analysis cont.; 

Strategi es for Longer Written Anal ysis 

 

T 4/ 28 Fi nal Exa m Revi ew 

Th 4/ 30 Fi nal Exa m.  

 

Have a beautif ul summer! Keep 

readi ng! 

 


