
To make two bold statements: There's nothing sentimental about a 
machine, and: A poem is a small (or large) machine made out of words. 
- William Carlos Williams 

I take SPACE to be the central fact to man born in America, from 
Folsom cave to now. I spell is large because it comes large here. 
Large, and without mercy. - Charles Olson 

I’ve come to think of Europe as a hardcover book, America the 
paperback version. - Don DeLillo 

 
Texts Williams S. Burroughs, The Naked Lunch 

Mark Danielewski, House of Leaves 
Don DeLillo, The Names 
Paul Metcalf, Genoa 
Vladimir Nabokov, Pale Fire 
Charles Olson, Selected Writings 
Ishmael Reed, Mumbo Jumbo 
Armand Schwerner, The Tablets 
Gertrude Stein, Tender Buttons  
William Carlos Williams, Imaginations  
- plus Electronic Reserve [ER] and web-
based materials 

Requirements • Attend class, participate in 
discussion  

• Write a weekly response  
• Give a presentation  
• Create a web site using MIX, due 

Dec 10. Critical review of at 
least 3 scholarly sources on one 
of the course texts. The review 
must clearly articulate your own 
theoretical approach and critical 
evaluation. ~5 pages minimum.  

Presentations 

  

Each student will present once, starting 
with the September 5th class. You must 
still post a response on the day you 
present, but the presentation may be an 
extended version of your response. 
Presentations should be a minimum of 15 
minutes and must include handouts with 
any pertinent information. Presentations 
frame the reading, open debate, organize 
thinking. Presentations lead into the 
larger discussion of the class. They may 
approach the work theoretically, 
historically, or biographically; they 
may give close attention to particular 
aspects of the work; they may make 
fruitful connections to other works in 
the course. Presentations may adapt 
modes from responses (see below). You 
are encouraged to make your presentation 



the basis of your final project. 

Final Projects are here. 

   
Response to Literature • All responses are two pages minimum 

(500 words). All responses except the 
first are to be posted to the class 
message board on MIX, posted prior to 
class (by midnight Wednesday). 
Additionally, for all responses except 
the first, you must reply to one other 
person's posting. 
• First response, Tender Buttons: Give a 
“reading” of one of the 
objects/food/rooms. Bring this response 
to class 8/29 – must be typed/printed. 
• Final Response, 12/5: discuss your 
final project. Respond to one other 
posting. This response is posted to MIX.
• Responses to all other projects: Part 
of graduate level work is developing a 
repertoire of responses and a 
sophistication with modes of writing. To 
facilitate this, you will write each 
response in a different mode. Here are 
the suggested choices, in no order (pick 
and choose, just don’t repeat!): 

1. Respond to a passage of the text.  
2. Respond to the whole text.  
3. Language: respond to specific aspects 
of the text’s language use.  
4. Respond theoretically (using the text 
as a reference point for theoretical 
considerations; you do not need to 
actually mention the text)  
5. Reader: a reading response of your 
subjective reactions to the text.  
6. Tribute: an imitation of the text – 
poems, prose, etc., in the spirit of the 
text.  
7. Dialogue: an interview with another 
student (or someone else) about the 
text.  
8. Research: background response: in-
depth research into some background 
aspect, historical detail, biographical 
information, etc.  
9. Visceral response: rant or rave about 
the text.  
10. Intertext: discuss the work in 
relation to other literary texts. How is 
it in dialog with tradition?  
11. Materiality: describe the 

http://www.as.wvu.edu/~sbaldwin/eng648.html##
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materiality of the text. You focus on 
the particular edition and material 
support it presents.  
12. Collaboration: write a response with 
several other students. Try emailing and 
replying, producing a successively 
longer text in this way. Or try some 
other method of collaboration. Collage, 
rewrite, edit, supplement, etc., with at 
least one other student. (The response 
length is still the same, e.g. if 3 
students respond, the response is ~6 
pages.)  

Social Justice Statement 

 

West Virginia University is committed to 
social justice. I concur with that 
commitment and expect to maintain a 
positive learning environment based upon 
open communication, mutual respect, and 
non-discrimination. Our University does 
not discriminate on the basis of race, 
sex, age, disability, veteran status, 
religion, sexual orientation, color or 
national origin. Any suggestions as to 
how to further such a positive and open 
environment in this class will be 
appreciated and given serious 
consideration. 

If you are a person with a disability 
and anticipate needing any type of 
accommodation in order to participate in 
this class, please advise me and make 
appropriate arrangements with the Office 
of Disability Services (293-6700). 

Date Cluster Text Supplements 
Aug 
22 

Intro     

Aug 
29 

Making 
America 

Gertrude Stein, Tender Buttons, 
“Compositions as Explanation” [ER]  

"Portraits and 
Repetition” 
[ER]; EPC Stein 
Page  

Sept 
5 

  William Carlos Williams, “Kora in Hell” 
and “Spring and All” in Imaginations 

“The Work of 
Gertrude Stein” 
and “Statement” 
from 
Imaginations; 
EPC Williams 
page 

Sept 
12 

  

Possible 
Languages 

John Cage, “Lecture on Nothing” [ER], 
“Lecture on Something” [ER], 
“Indeterminacy” 
Jackson Mac Low “Stanzas for Iris” [ER], 
“Asymmetries” [ER], “Gathas” [ER], “The 
Poetics of Chance & the Politics of 
Simultaneous Spontaneity” [ER] 

EPC Cage page  
EPC Mac Low 
page  
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Sept 
19 

  William S. Burroughs, The Naked Lunch, 
“The Cut-Up Method of Brion Gysin” [ER], 
“The Electronic Revolution” 

EPC Burroughs 
page; The Ghost 
of William 
Burroughs 

Sept 
26 

  Charles Olson, Selected Writings, 
especially “The Resistance,” “Projective 
Verse and Letter to Ellen Feinstein,” 
“Equal, That is, to the Real Itself,” 
“Human Universe,” “The K,” “Le Preface,” 
“The Kingfishers,” “The Praises,” “The 
Distances,” and all of the selections from 
The Maximus Poems (225-277)  

EPC Olson page 

Oct 
3 

Simulacra Armand Schwerner, The Tablets Don’t forget to 
listen to the 
CD!  

Oct 
10 

  Vladimir Nabokov, Pale Fire Nabokov site; 
another Nabokov 
site  

Oct 
17 

  Mark Danielewski, House of Leaves House of Leaves 
site; another 
HOL site 

Oct 
24 

Americana Paul Metcalf, Genoa Interview with 
Metcalf 

Oct 
31 

  Ishmael Reed, Mumbo-Jumbo  Reed site; 
another Reed 
site 

Nov 
7 

   Don DeLillo, The Names DeLillo 
society; 
DeLillo site 

Nov 
14 

Digital 
Literature 

Talk by Loss Glazier. See 
epc.buffalo.edu/authors/glazier/   

Nov 
21 

   Shelley Jackson, My Body: A Wunderkammer  
Mark Amerika, Grammatron 
(Olia Lialina, My Boyfriend Came Back from 
the War) 

Nov 
26 
Nov 
28 

Thanksgiving  
   

Dec 
5 

Codework Hypertext Reading Room (start with Joyce's 
Twelve Blue) 
also Stuart Moulthrop's Hypertexts 

Alan Sondheim, Internet Text 
(MEZ, Datableed) 
Review and summary: final essay topics and 
MIX web page maker 

Dec 
10 

Final Essay  Posted to MIX web site by midnight 
December 10 

 

 

http://www.hyperreal.org/wsb/elect-rev.html
http://www.hyperreal.org/wsb/elect-rev.html
http://epc.buffalo.edu/authors/burroughs
http://epc.buffalo.edu/authors/burroughs
http://www.netherworld.com/%7Emgabrys/william/index.html
http://www.netherworld.com/%7Emgabrys/william/index.html
http://www.netherworld.com/%7Emgabrys/william/index.html
http://www.netherworld.com/%7Emgabrys/william/index.html
http://epc.buffalo.edu/authors/olson
http://epc.buffalo.edu/authors/olson
http://www.fulmerford.com/waxwing/nabokov.html
http://www.libraries.psu.edu/iasweb/nabokov/nsintro.htm
http://www.libraries.psu.edu/iasweb/nabokov/nsintro.htm
http://www.houseofleaves.com/
http://www.houseofleaves.com/
http://www.houseofleaves.com/
http://www.geocities.com/run_rom_run/houseofleaves.html
http://www.geocities.com/run_rom_run/houseofleaves.html
http://www.geocities.com/run_rom_run/houseofleaves.html
http://www.geocities.com/run_rom_run/houseofleaves.html
http://www.centerforbookculture.org/interviews/interview_metcalf.html
http://www.centerforbookculture.org/interviews/interview_metcalf.html
http://www.centerforbookculture.org/interviews/interview_metcalf.html
http://www.math.buffalo.edu/%7Esww/reed/reed_ishmael0.html
http://www.english.uiuc.edu/maps/poets/m_r/reed/about.htm
http://www.english.uiuc.edu/maps/poets/m_r/reed/about.htm
http://www.english.uiuc.edu/maps/poets/m_r/reed/about.htm
http://www.ksu.edu/english/nelp/delillo/index.html
http://www.ksu.edu/english/nelp/delillo/index.html
http://perival.com/delillo
http://perival.com/delillo
http://epc.buffalo.edu/authors/glazier/
http://www.altx.com/thebody
http://www.altx.com/thebody
http://www.grammatron.com/
http://www.grammatron.com/
http://myboyfriendcamebackfromth.ewar.ru/
http://myboyfriendcamebackfromth.ewar.ru/
http://myboyfriendcamebackfromth.ewar.ru/
http://www.eastgate.com/ReadingRoom.html
http://www.eastgate.com/ReadingRoom.html
http://www.eastgate.com/ReadingRoom.html
http://raven.ubalt.edu/staff/moulthrop/hypertexts/
http://raven.ubalt.edu/staff/moulthrop/hypertexts/
http://www.anu.edu.au/english/internet_txt
http://www.anu.edu.au/english/internet_txt
http://netwurkerz.de/mez/datableed/complete/index2.htm
http://netwurkerz.de/mez/datableed/complete/index2.htm

