ENGL 361: Chaucer

MWF, 12:30-1:20, Professor Lara Farina	
						
Many of us are familiar with Chaucer’s outrageous characters, wry humor, and social satire from Canterbury Tales. But Chaucer was a prolific writer who tried his hand at all sorts of literary experiments beyond the Tales. He wrote “dream visions” in the style of Classical and French works, poems reflecting the influence of the great Italian writers Dante and Boccaccio, and a romance set during the Trojan War. The Tales, too, evidence Chaucer’s amazing versatility. When read more extensively, they not only showcase a variety of literary forms but also reveal an author asking, “What does literature do, and who is it for?”

We will read from Chaucer’s writing and from ancient and medieval works that influenced his. Our readings will be in modern English translation, but the class will provide a (gentle) introduction to reading the original Middle English. 

This course fills the Major Author requirement for English Majors.
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