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TEXTS 

 

• Blake’s Poetry and Designs, 2nd ed., ed. Mary Lynn Johnson and John E. Grant (Norton): 

available for purchase at WVU Bookstore 

• The William Blake Archive, ed. Morris Eaves, and Robert Essick and Joseph Viscomi: online at 

www.blakearchive.org  

• Supplemental materials available through eCampus 

 

 

REQUIREMENTS 

 

• Two (2) oral presentations, intended to facilitate discussion. You must represent two (2) of the 

following categories:  (a) an analysis of one manageable but substantial passage of your 

choosing from the assigned primary readings of the day; (b) an analysis of one image of 

your choosing from the assigned primary readings of the day; (c) an account of one of the 

secondary readings of the day; (d) an exploration of a textual issue in the assigned 

primary readings of the day (see posted guide on eCampus). 

• Research paper, approx. 10-15 pages, preferably revisable as a conference presentation. A 

prospectus of 2-3 pages will be due at the end of Week 3; a rough draft will be due at the 

end of week 5; we will workshop the papers during the penultimate session; final due 

date is the Friday of Week 6. 

 

 

SCHEDULE 

 

1 M 6/27 Introduction 

1 R 6/30 Songs of Innocence and of Experience 

   Joseph Viscomi, from Blake and the Idea of the Book 

   Presentation:  Shaun 

    

2 T 7/5 Book of Thel; Visions of the Daughters; Marriage of Heaven and Hell 

   Mike Goode, “Blakespotting” 

   Kevin Hutchings, from Romantic Ecologies and Colonial Cultures 

   Presentations:  Elora, Chris 

2 R 7/7 America A Prophecy 

   Saree Makdisi, from Blake and the Impossible History of the 1790s 

   Presentation:  Steph 

    

3 M 7/11 The Book of Urizen 

   Denise Gigante, from Life  

   Presentation:  Elora 
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3 R 7/14 Milton 1 

3 F 7/15 Prospectus due to eCampus 4 PM 

    

4 M 7/18 Milton 2 

   Presentation:  Shaun 

4 R 7/21 Jerusalem 1-2 

    

5 M 7/25 Jerusalem 3-4 

   Presentation:  Chris 

5 R 7/28 Jerusalem, cont’d 

5 F 7/29  Rough draft due to eCampus 4 PM 

    

    

6 M 8/1 Rough-draft workshop 

6 R 8/4  Blake in the Digital Age 

   Andrew Cooper and Michael Simpson, “The High-Tech Luddite of 

Lambeth” 

   Morris Eaves et al., “Standards, Methods and Objectives” 

   Andrew Cooper and Michael Simpson, “Looks Good in Practice” 

   Presentation:  Steph 

6 F 8/5 Final draft due to eCampus 4 PM 

    

 

 

WORKING BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 

Selected book-length studies only. More extensive bibliographies are available at the William 

Blake Archive (http://www.blakearchive.org/blake/resources.html). Texts marked with a 

check (√) are available in the Downtown Library; for others, use EZ-Borrow or see me.  

 

Reference and Bibliography 

 

√Bentley, G. E., Jr. Blake Records. 2nd ed. New Haven, CT: Yale UP, 2004. 

√---. Blake Books: Annotated Catalogues of William Blake's Writings...Designs...[and] Books He 

Owned. New York: Oxford UP, 1977. 

√---. Blake Books Supplement. New York: Oxford UP, 1995. 

√Damon, S. Foster. A Blake Dictionary: The Ideas and Symbols of William Blake. Rev. ed. 

Hanover, NH: UP of New England, 1988. 

√Eaves, Morris, ed. The Cambridge Companion to William Blake. New York: Cambridge UP, 

2003. 

Essick, Robert N. The Separate Plates of William Blake: A Catalogue. Princeton, NJ: Princeton 

UP, 1983. 

---. William Blake’s Commercial Book Illustrations: A Catalogue and Study of the Plates 

Engraved by Blake after Designs by Other Artists. New York: Oxford UP, 1991. 

Gourlay, Alexander S. “An Emergency Online Glossary of Terms, Names and Concepts in 

Blake.” The William Blake Archive. Ed. Morris Eaves, Robert Essick and Joseph 

Viscomi. 14 June 2012. http://www.blakearchive.org/blake/about-blake.html  

Makdisi, Saree. Reading William Blake. New York: Cambridge UP, 2015. 

√Williams, Nicholas, ed. Palgrave Advances in William Blake Studies. New York: Palgrave, 

2007. 
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Biography 

 

√Ackroyd, Peter. Blake. New York: Knopf, 1995. 

√Beer, John. William Blake: A Literary Life. New York: Palgrave, 2005. 

√Bentley, G. E., Jr. The Stranger from Paradise: A Biography of William Blake. New Haven, CT: 

Yale UP, 2001. 

√Bentley, G.E., Jr. William Blake in the Desolate Market. Montreal: McGill-Queen’s UP, 2014. 

√Damrosch, Leopold. Eternity’s Sunrise: The Imaginative World of William Blake. New Haven: 

Yale UP, 2015. 

 

History and Politics 

 

Clark, Steve, and David Worrall, eds. Blake, Nation and Empire. New York: Palgrave, 2006. 

---. Blake in the Nineties. New York: St. Martin’s P, 1999. 

√---. Historicizing Blake. New York: St. Martin’s P, 1994. 

Crosby, Mark Christopher, Troy Patenaude and Angus Whitehead, eds. Re-Envisioning Blake. 

New York: Palgrave, 2012. 

DiSalvo, Jackie, G. A. Rosso, and Christopher Z. Hobson, eds. Blake, Politics, and History. New 

York: Garland, 1998. 

√Erdman, David V. Blake: Prophet Against Empire: A Poet’s Interpretation of the History of His 

Own Times. 1954. 3rd ed. Princeton, NJ: Princeton UP, 1977. 

Haggart, Sarah. Blake’s Gifts: Poetry and the Politics of Exchange. New York: Cambridge UP, 

2010. 

√Hobson, Christopher Z. The Chained Boy: Orc and Blake’s Idea of Revolution. Lewisburg, PA: 

Bucknell UP, 1999. 

√Makdisi, Saree. William Blake and the Impossible History of the 1790s. Chicago: U of Chicago 

P, 2003.   

√Mee, Jon. Dangerous Enthusiasm: William Blake and the Culture of Radicalism in the 1790s. 

New York: Oxford UP, 1992. 

√---. Romanticism, Enthusiasm and Regulation: Poetics and the Policing of Culture in the 

Romantic Period. New York: Oxford UP, 2003. 

--- and Sarah Haggarty, eds. Blake and Conflict. New York: Palgrave, 2009. 

Michael, Jennifer Davis. Blake and the City. Lewisburg, PA: Bucknell UP, 2006. 

√Williams, Nicholas M. Ideology and Utopia in the Poetry of William Blake. New York: 

Cambridge UP, 1998. 

√Wright, Julia M. Blake, Nationalism, and the Politics of Alienation. Athens: Ohio UP, 2004. 

 

Influence and Legacies 

 

√Clark, S.H., Tristianne Connolly and Jason Whittaker. Blake 2.0: William Blake in Twentieth-

Century Art, Music and Culture. New York: Palgrave, 2012. 

Clark, Steve, and Jason Whittaker. Blake, Modernity and Popular Culture. New York: Palgrave, 

2007. 

Dent, Shirley, and Jason Whittaker. Radical Blake:  Influence and Afterlife from 1827. New 

York: Palgrave, 2002. 

Digital Designs on Blake. Ed. Ron Broglio. January 2005. Romantic Circles. 

http://www.rc.umd.edu/praxis/designsonblake/.  

√Larrissy, Edward. Blake and Modern Literature. New York: Palgrave, 2006. 
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Language, Textuality and Editorial Problems 

 

De Luca, Vincent. Words of Eternity: Blake and the Poetics of the Sublime. Princeton, NJ: 

Princeton UP, 1991. 

Editing and Reading Blake. Ed. Wayne Ripley. September 2010. Romantic Circles. 

http://www.rc.umd.edu/praxis/editing_blake/index.html.  

Hilton, Nelson. Literal Imagination: Blake’s Vision of Words. Berkeley: U of California P, 1983. 

---, and Thomas A. Vogler, eds. Unnam’d Forms: Blake and Textuality. Berkeley: U of California 

P, 1986. 

Jones, John H. Blake on Language, Power and Self-Annihilation. New York: Palgrave, 2010. 

√McGann, Jerome. The Textual Condition. Princeton: Princeton UP, 1991. 

Otto, Peter. Constructive Vision and Visionary Deconstruction: Los, Eternity, and the 

Productions of Time in the Later Poetry of William Blake. New York: Oxford UP, 1991. 

Pierce, John B. The Wond’rous Art: William Blake and Writing. Madison, NJ: Fairleigh 

Dickinson UP, 2003. 

 

Science and Materialism 

 

√Engelstein, Stefani. Anxious Anatomy: The Conception of the Human Form in Literary and 

Naturalist Discourse. Albany: State U of New York P, 2008. 

√Gigante, Denise. Life: Organic Form and Romanticism. New Haven: Yale UP, 2009. 

Green, Matthew J.A. Visionary Materialism in the Early Works of William Blake. New York: 

Palgrave, 2005. 

√Hutchings, Kevin. Imagining Nature: Blake’s Environmental Poetics. Montreal: McGill-

Queen’s UP, 2002. 

Peterfreund, Stuart. William Blake in a Newtonian World: Essays on Literature as Art and 

Science. Norman, OK: U of Oklahoma P, 1998. 

 

Sexuality 

 

Bruder, Helen P. and Tristanne Connolly, eds. Blake, Gender and Culture. London: Pickering and 

Chatto, 2012. 

√---. Queer Blake. New York: Palgrave, 2010. 

√---. Sexy Blake. New York: Palgrave, 2013. 

Connolly, Tristanne J. William Blake and the Body. New York: Palgrave, 2002. 

Hobson, Christopher Z. Blake and Homosexuality. New York: Palgrave, 2000. 

√Matthews, Susan. Blake, Sexuality and Bourgeois Politeness. New York: Cambridge UP, 2011. 

√Sha, Richard. Perverse Romanticism: Aesthetics and Sexuality in Britain, 1750-1832. Baltimore: 

Johns Hopkins UP, 2009. 

 

Spirituality and Religion 

 

√Balfour, Ian. The Rhetoric of Romantic Prophecy. Stanford, CA: Stanford UP, 2002. 

√Farrell, Michael. Blake and the Methodists. New York: Palgrave, 2014. 

√Goldsmith, Steven. Unbuilding Jerusalem: Apocalypse and Romantic Representation. Ithaca, 

NY: Cornell UP, 1993. 

√Jesse, Jennifer. William Blake’s Religious Vision: There’s a Methodism in His Madness. 

Lanham, MD: Lexington, 2013. 

Paley, Morton D. Apocalypse and Millennium in English Romantic Poetry. New York: Oxford 

UP, 1999. 

√Quinney, Laura. William Blake on Self and Soul. Cambridge, MA: Harvard UP, 2009. 

http://www.rc.umd.edu/praxis/editing_blake/index.html
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√Raine, Kathleen. Blake and Tradition. 2 vols. Princeton, NJ: Princeton UP, 1968. 

Rowland, Christopher. Blake and the Bible. New Haven: Yale UP, 2011. 

Schuchard, Martha Keith. Why Mrs. Blake Cried: William Blake and the Sexual Basis of Spiritual 

Vision. London: Century, 2006. 

Spector, Sheila A. “Glorious Incomprehensible”: The Development of Blake’s Kabbalistic 

Language. Lewisburg, PA: Bucknell UP, 2001. 

---. “Wonders Divine”: The Development of Blake’s Kabbalistic Myth. Lewisburg, PA: Bucknell 

UP, 2001. 

√Thompson, E. P. Witness Against the Beast: William Blake and the Moral Law. New York: 

Cambridge UP, 1993. 

√Weir, David. Brahma in the West: William Blake and the Oriental Renaissance. Albany: State U 

of New York P, 2003. 

 

The Visual Arts 

 

Bindman, David. Blake as an Artist. Oxford: Phaidon, 1977. 

Eaves, Morris. The Counter-Arts Conspiracy: Art and Industry in the Age of Blake. Ithaca, NY: 

Cornell UP, 1992. 

Viscomi, Joseph. Blake and the Idea of the Book. Princeton, NJ: Princeton UP, 1993. 

 

 

 


